
Downtown Ashland is Smoke-Free 
 

As you may have seen from local news reports, effective June 3, pub-

lic sidewalks and other public spaces in downtown Ashland are now a 

smoke-free zone. The City Council on May 3 approved an ordinance 

that prohibits smoking or “vaping” (e-cigarettes) on downtown side-

walks or on public or private property within ten feet of a public side-

walk. The ordinance also prohibits smoking on the plaza, in Chautau-

qua Square (in front of the Black Swan Theater) and on designated 

walkways off of East Main Street. 

 

To view a map of all areas where smoking (and vaping) is prohibited 

downtown, go to ashland.or.us/nosmokingmap. 

 

The ordinance also makes it a violation to smoke within 10 feet of an 

outdoor dining area anywhere in the City, or within 10 feet of an en-

try, exit, operable window or ventilation system intake at a place of 

employment. Ashland has prohibited smoking in City parks since 

2008. 

 

The presumptive fine for violating the new no-smoking ordinance is 

$138. 

 

So, where can you smoke in downtown Ashland? 

The new ordinance notwithstanding, there are still lots of places you 

can smoke downtown. Smoking is still permitted in alleyways, as 

 

(See, Smoke-Free, Page 3) 

Travel Safely this Summer 
 

Summer is the gateway to travel for 

many. As you and your family prepare to 

travel, keep these safety tips in mind to 

ensure an enjoyable and safe trip. 

 Make sure your car is in travel-

worthy shape by having it serviced 

regularly by a professionally trained 

mechanic. If there are leaks or the car 

is not running properly, have it 

checked. This will help to prevent a 

breakdown or car fire. 

 Never keep gas or propane cylinders 

in the passenger compartment. 

 Don’t park in dry grass which can be 

ignited by a hot tail pipe or catalytic 

converter. 

 Know where gas stations are to keep 

your tank from running out. 

 Follow the posted speed limits. 

 Keep your cell phone charged with a 

portable charger. 

 Choose a hotel that is protected with 

both smoke alarms and a fire sprin-

kler system. On average, one in eve-

ry 13 hotels or motels report a struc-

ture fire annually. 

 Know where the exits are from your 

hotel room. 

 If a building fire alarm sounds, exit 

the building using the stairs. 

 If you must escape through smoke, 

crawl low to your exit.  
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Utility Rate Increases 
 

The City Council approved new utility rates, effective July 1, 2016. 

 

The City of Ashland has a variety of efficiency programs that may help customers lower their monthly 

consumption and their costs. A complete list of programs, as well as water and energy saving tips, is available at 

ashland.or.us/conserve or by contacting the Conservation Division at 541-488-5306. 

 

For questions on how these increases may impact your utility bill, please contact the Customer Service 

Division (Utilities) of the Finance Department, 20 E. Main St., 541-488-6004. 

 

The impact of the proposed increases on a residential utility account using 1000 cubic feet 

of water (nearly 7500 gallons) per month would be: 

Here at City Hall last summer, we 

received numerous complaints from 

citizens regarding what they consid-

ered to be aggressive panhandling. 

That is, panhandlers who yell or 

curse at people who wouldn’t give 

them money or who made sexually 

suggestive and other offensive com-

ments to women. 

 

While these reports are troubling, 

this kind of speech – no matter how 

obnoxious or offensive – is protect-

ed by the first amendment of the 

Constitution. However, the City can 

take action to prohibit panhandling 

in certain situations and earlier this 

spring, the City Council approved 

an ordinance to prohibit “intrusive 

solicitation.” Intrusive solicitation is 

defined as asking for donations of 

money (or other items of value) 

from someone seated at an outdoor 

(or indoor) area of a restaurant, or 

from someone who is within 20 feet 

of an automated teller machine or 

the entrance to a bank, credit union 

or other financial institution.   

 

If you believe you have been the 

victim of intrusive solicitation, 

please call the police dispatch non-

emergency number: 541-770-4784.  

Summer Saturday 
Morning Bird Walks  

 

Stroll through North Mountain Park 

with local birding experts from the 

Rogue Valley. This will be an op-

portunity to see and hear a variety 

of birds that spend the summer in 

the Rogue Valley. Binoculars and 

field guides will be available for 

check-out. Pre-register online at 

www.ashland.or.us/register or call 

the Nature Center at 541-488-6606. 

AGES   All ages welcome 

DATES July 9 & August 13 

TIME   8:00 – 9:00 a.m.    

PLACE  North Mountain Park   

COST   Free 

Intrusive Solicitation 

The City of Ashland offers many great resources to assist 

you in managing your landscape. Check out the water-

wise landscaping website where we have a new outdoor 

watering calculator at ashlandsaveswater.org, ‘Like’ us on 

Facebook at facebook.com/AshlandWaterConservation, 

visit the Conservation Division webpage at ashland.or.us/

conserve or call 541-552-2421 to take advantage of our 

free sprinkler evaluations or lawn replacement program. 

Single Family Residential 

  July 2015 July 2016 Monthly increase Unit 

Water residential – ¾” meter using 1,000cf $51.72 $54.35 $2.63 Per month 

Wastewater residential $35.59 $38.44 $2.85 Per month 

Transportation (Street) User Fee $8.60 $8.83 $.23 Per month 

Storm Drain residential $4.52 $4.64 $.12 Per month 

Total $100.43 $106.26 $5.83 or 5% Per month 

ashland.or.us/conserve
http://www.ashland.or.us/register
http://www.ashlandsaveswater.org
http://www.facebook.com/AshlandWaterConservation
file://fs1/Depts/Conservation/Water/Julie/Newsletter/Summer/www.ashland.or.us/conserve
file://fs1/Depts/Conservation/Water/Julie/Newsletter/Summer/www.ashland.or.us/conserve


Concerned About Climate Change? 
 

The City of Ashland is developing a Climate and 

Energy Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions and help prepare the community for a 

changing climate. The public is invited to participate 

in a series of open houses this year to help shape the 

plan, which the City hopes will reflect the 

community’s goals and vision for the future. 

Ultimately, the plan will guide investments in on-the-

ground measures designed to meet goals and targets to 

efficiently reduce emissions and build resilience.  

 

Please visit the project webpage at ashland.or.us/

climateplan to learn more about how climate change 

may impact Ashland, how the project is moving 

forward and to give the City your input as the planning 

process gets underway. Together, the community can 

build a more resilient and sustainable Ashland for 

local residents, businesses, and visitors.  

 

Celebrate with us this 4th of July! 
 

This summer marks the 100th anniversary of Lithia 

Park! On July 4, join the Ashland Parks Foundation 

and the Ashland Chamber of Commerce in celebrat-

ing this momentous anniversary. 

 Participate in the fun-run starting at 7:45 a.m. 

 Enjoy the annual parade at 10:00 a.m. 

 Meander through Lithia Park and visit the Parks 

Foundation booth in the afternoon 
 

For more information go to ashlandparksandrec.org. 
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Tips to Reduce Wildfire Risks 
 

Simple and easy steps to help reduce a home’s wild-

fire risk by preparing ahead of a wildfire: 

 Clean your roof/gutters of leaves and needles at 

the beginning of fire season 

 Clear the view of your house number so it can be 

easily seen from the street 

 Trim all tree branches overhanging your house and 

within 10 feet of a chimney 

 Prune lower branches of trees 6-10 feet off the 

ground within 30 feet of your home 

 Rake debris accumulation away from your house 3

-5 feet 

 Remove any wood/flammable materials from un-

derneath decks and balconies 

 Relocate woodpiles at least 20 feet from structures 

 Dispose of accumulated trimmings before fire sea-

son 

 Talk to your neighbors and create a bigger defensi-

ble space together 

 Have practice drills - include all family and pets 

 Check fire extinguishers. Are they charged? Ac-

cessible? Does everyone know where they are kept 

and how to use them? 

 Talk to your children about fire safety. 

Smoke-Free 
Continued from Page 1 

 

long as smokers remain at least 10 feet from any entry, 

exit, operable window or ventilation system intake at a 

place of employment, or from any outdoor dining area. 

Smokers can also indulge their habit on any unenclosed 

private property downtown, if the private property 

owner allows it and again subject to the 10-foot 

restrictions.  

Parking Fine Increases 
 

As of June 1, 2016, parking violation fines in Ashland 

increased from $11 to $22. Additionally, fees in the 

Hargadine Parking structure will be as follows: 

 $2 per day 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

 $2 per hour 6:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m.  

 Maximum of $10 per day 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m.   

 $30 per monthly permit*  
 

*A monthly permit is limited to 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Monday through Saturday.  

Lithia Park circa 1916 

http://www.ashland.or.us/climateplan
http://www.ashland.or.us/climateplan
ashlandparksandrec.org


Calendar Notes 
 

HeartSaver First Aid / CPR / AED Certification 

HeartSaver First Aid / CPR / AED is a classroom, video-based, 

instructor-led course that teaches students critical skills needed to 

respond to and manage a first aid, choking or sudden cardiac arrest 

emergency until emergency medical services arrive. Students learn 

skills such as how to treat bleeding, sprains, broken bones, shock 

and other first aid emergencies. This course also teaches adult 

CPR and AED use. 

 

All fees must be prepaid prior to the class date to confirm reserva-

tion. Registration is first-come, first-served according to when 

class fees are paid. Classes are typically limited to 8 people. Par-

ticipants may register by mailing a check or by paying in person 

8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday at Fire Station 1, 

455 Siskiyou Blvd., Ashland, OR 97520. Make checks payable to 

City of Ashland. We now accept credit cards.  

 

For information or to register contact the CERT Program Coordi-

nator at 541-552-2226 or cpr@ashland.or.us. 

 

DATE: Saturday, July 9, 2016  

TIME:  9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

WHERE: Ashland Fire Station 2 

COST: $55 

 

 

Island Night at Daniel Meyer Pool 
The pool is now open and Ashland Parks & Recreation Commission 

invites you to the Daniel Meyer Pool this summer! Check out all of 

our swim programs, including information on swim lessons, and 

view the calendar for the 2016 season at ashland.or.us/Swim.  

 

If you can’t make it to a tropical island this summer, then come and 

join us for “Island Night: An Aloha State of Mind,” on Saturday, 

July 23, from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.! Enjoy Hawaiian music and dancing 

and fun activities for all ages. Reduced admission of only $2 per 

person. We hope to see you there! 

 

Daniel Meyer Pool, an outdoor facility located in Hunter Park at 

1705 Homes Ave, will be open through early September, 2016. 

For more information contact the APRC at 541-488-5340, e-mail 

ParksInfo@ashland.or.us, or go to AshlandParksandRec.org. The 

pool can be reached directly at 541-488-0313. 

 

City Calendar 
 

City Council  
 Business Meetings: July 5 & 19 | 

 7:00 p.m. 

 Study Session: July 18 | 5:30 p.m. 

Planning Commission 

 Business Meeting: July 12 | 7:00 p.m. 

 Study Session: July 26 | 7:00 p.m. 

Airport Commission 

 July 5 | 9:30 a.m.  

Conservation Commission 

 July 27 | 6:00 p.m. 

Forest Lands Commission 

 July 12 | 5:30 p.m. 

Historic Commission 

 July 6 | 6:00 p.m. 

Housing and Human Services Commission 

 July 28 | 4:30 p.m. 

Parks and Recreation Commission  
 Business Meeting: July 25 | 7:00 p.m. 

 Study Session: July 18 | 7:00 p.m. 

Public Art Commission 

 July 15 | 8:00 a.m. 

Transportation Commission 

 July 28 | 6:00 p.m. 

Tree Commission 

 July 7 | 6:00 p.m. 

Wildfire Mitigation Commission 
 July 20 | 11:00 a.m. 
 

 

▲Meetings are held at Council Chambers, 1175 East 

Main or at 51 Winburn Way and are open to the pub-

lic. ▲TTY 1-800-735-2900. ▲City Council and 

many other city meetings are broadcast live on chan-

nel 9. Charter Communications customers will find 

city meetings on channels 180 and 181. Meetings 

also stream live on the internet at rvtv.sou.edu. 
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20 East Main St., Ashland, OR  97520  |  www.ashland.or.us 

City offices will be closed 
Monday, July 4, 2016, for 

Independence Day. 

mailto:cpr@ashland.or.us
ashland.or.us/Swim
mailto:ParksInfo@ashland.or.us
http://www.AshlandParksandRec.org
rvtv.sou.edu
http://www.ashland.or.us

