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2014 Water Quality Report 
 

The City of Ashland provides exceptional water and 
vigilantly safeguards its water supplies in order to con-
tinue providing safe drinking water for our residents. 
The 2014 Water Quality Report is now available at 
www.ashland.or.us/waterquality. Hard copies are 
available at the Ashland Public Library, SOU Library, 
City Council Chambers, City Hall, and the Community 
Development Department. For more information, con-
tact the Water Division at 541-488-5353.▼ 

THE CITIZEN’S SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE CITY OF ASHLAND 

Ashland’s Old-
Fashioned 4th of 
July Celebration! 

 

The Ashland Chamber of  

Commerce looks forward to 

welcoming you to Ashland’s 

Old-Fashioned 4th of July 

Celebration on Saturday, July 4th.  The theme this year is 

“Be Active, Live Healthy!” Ashland has a deep history of 

honoring health and wellness and this theme sheds light on 

these community values. This celebration, now over 100 

years old, is one of the things that make Ashland a great 

small town to live in.  

 The celebration begins with a run organized by the Ash-

land Parks & Recreation Department, followed by a parade 

at 10:00 a.m.  After the parade concludes, there are booths in 

Lithia Park featuring food, crafts, information booths and a 

Family Activity Zone while bands, including the Ashland 

City Band, perform all afternoon at the Lithia Park Band- 

(See, 4th of July, Page 2) 

AFR Surcharge 
 
The new Ashland Forest Resiliency 
Surcharge begins July 1. 
 
You’ll notice a new charge on your wa-
ter bill beginning July 1. Every water 
meter in the City (and some outside the 
City), whether for domestic or irrigation 
use, will be assessed a fixed monthly 
charge to help pay for the Ashland For-
est Resiliency Project. For water cus-
tomers with a three-quarter inch or one-
inch meter – about 96% of City water 
customers and virtually all residential 
customers – the surcharge will be $1.39 
per month. The surcharge for larger me-
ters increases in proportion to the size of 
the meter and the level of water flow the 
larger meters can accommodate. 
 The Ashland Forest Resiliency Pro-
ject (AFR) is a long-running multi-
agency project aimed at reducing wild-
fire risks in Ashland’s watershed by 
thinning dense timber stands and remov-
ing highly flammable undergrowth. A 
fire in the watershed would have devas-
tating consequences for Ashland’s water 
supply; hence the connection between  
 

(See, Surcharge, Page 3) 

 

Stay informed.  For all the latest news visit www.ashland.or.us.  Sign up for e-mail alerts! 

http://www.ashland.or.us/SIB/files/2014%20CCR%20WQR-AshlandOR-Web.pdf�
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4th of July 
Continued from Page 1 
 

shell. Then enjoy spectacular 
Chamber Sponsored Fireworks be-
ginning at 10:00 p.m., which are 
visible all over town, or consider 
purchasing a ticket to the American 
Band College Concert at the Ash-
land High School Stadium to listen 
to music while watching the fire-
works. 
 A free shuttle will run from 

South Ashland to Lithia Way from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (one route: 
from Tolman Creek Plaza Albert-
son’s to Downtown Bus Stop - on 
Lithia Way between 2nd and 1st 
Streets) every 30 minutes. 
 Thank you for following the 
City rules on when you may place 
your blankets and chairs along the 
parade route: No chairs, blankets, 
tarps or other placeholders on pub-
lic property prior to 6:00 a.m. on 
July 3rd and NO plastic tarps on the 

grass, please! Public property in-
cludes the median strips on Siski-
you Boulevard and all park rows 
and sidewalks. Spectators who 
place items do so at their own risk. 
Items which create a safety hazard 
will be removed and disposed of. 
Chairs, blankets, and other place-
holders should not block sidewalks 
and should be secured to prevent 
them from blowing out of place. 
 Remember to stay hydrated and 
bring a reusable water bottle instead  
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Utility Rate Increase 
The City Council has approved a rate increase effective July 1, 2015. 

 

Rates will increase for Electric 4.5%, Storm Drain 2.8%, Street User 2.8%, Sewer 10%, and Water 10%. The 
estimated monthly impact on a residential utility account using 750 kwh and 1,000 cubic feet of water would be 
$11.62 or a 6.95% increase. This will require most customers’ bills to be prorated with a portion of the billing 

period at the old rate, and the remainder of the period at the new rate. Please see the table below for more detail. 
 

The increase is based upon master plans approved by the City Council, the rate of inflation for construction 
projects, costs of future capital improvements to ensure compliance with regulatory requirements, funding for 

operations, Bonneville Power Administration costs, and the long term financial health of the City. 
 

The City of Ashland has a variety of efficiency programs that may help customers lower their monthly 
consumption and their costs. A complete list of programs, as well as water and energy saving tips, is available 

online at www.ashland.or.us/conserve, by contacting the Conservation Division staff at 541-488-5306, 
conserve@ashland.or.us or visit the Conservation offices at 51 Winburn Way. 

 

For questions on how this increase may impact your utility bill, please contact the Customer Service Division 
(Utilities) of the Finance Department, 20 East Main St, Ashland, OR 97520 or call 541-488-6004. 

 

We value you as a customer and appreciate the opportunity to serve you. 
 

The impact of the proposed increases on a residential utility account using 750 kwh and 1000 cubic feet of water 
(nearly 7500 gallons) per month would be: 

 

▼ 

Monthly FY 2014-15 FY 2015-16 Difference
Transportaion (Street) User Fee 8.37        8.60        0.23         
Storm Drain Residential 4.40        4.52        0.12         
Water Residential 1000cf 47.04      51.73      4.69         
Sewer Residential 32.36      35.59      3.23         
Electric Residential 750kwh 59.93      62.61      2.68         
Electric Users Tax 14.98      15.65      0.67         

Total 167.08$  178.70$  11.62$      6.95%
Rounding may occur.

Monthly FY 2014-15 FY 2015-16 Difference
Transportaion (Street) User Fee 8.37        8.60        0.23         
Storm Drain Residential 4.40        4.52        0.12         
Water Residential 1000cf 47.04      51.73      4.69         
Sewer Residential 32.36      35.59      3.23         
Electric Residential 750kwh 59.93      62.61      2.68         
Electric Users Tax 14.98      15.65      0.67         

Total 167.08$  178.70$  11.62$      6.95%
Rounding may occur.

http://www.ashland.or.us/conserve�
mailto:conserve@ashland.or.us�


of plastic. 
 For updated event information, 
a schedule of events or to partici-
pate, please visit the Ashland 
Chamber’s website at 
www.ashlandchamber.com. If you 
would like to donate to this commu-
nity celebration, please call 541-
482-3486 x107 or go to 
www.ashlandchamber.com/
donatefor4th. See you on the 4th! ▼ 
 
 

Surcharge 
Continued from Page 1 
 
water meters and funding for AFR. 
 Nearly all of the AFR work to 
date has been paid for by the fed-
eral government and private grants. 
But the cost of maintaining the 
work that’s been done – about 
$175,000 annually – must be borne 
by the City. 
 For more information about the 
AFR project, please visit 
www.ashland.or.us/AFR. ▼ 
 
 

Fireworks Prohibited 
 
While fireworks will go on sale in 
Oregon, and just outside the city 
limits of Ashland, even retail fire-
works that are legal in the state of 
Oregon are not permitted to be used 
in Ashland. We encourage Ashland 
residents and visitors to enjoy pro-
fessional fireworks display as an 
alternative to personal fireworks. 
Violations of the fireworks law are 
a Class I violation and can include 
fines up to $500. 
 As summer continues, fire dan-
ger increases. Please keep an eye  

on the City of Ashland website 
(www.ashland.or.us), signs, and 
local news sources for information 
related to preventing fires. Restric-
tions related to equipment use and 
activities that could start fires will 
increase throughout the summer. 
 For more fire safety informa-
tion, visit www.ashland.or.us/fire. 
▼ 
 
 

NEWS NOTES 
 

Keep Your Pets Safe 
The Ashland Police Department 
would like to remind you to not 
leave pets in cars during the sum-
mer months. On warm days the 
temperature in a car can exceed 
120° in a matter of minutes - even 
with the windows partially open. 
Your pet can quickly suffer brain 
damage or die from heatstroke or 
suffocation. Keep your pets safe by 
leaving them at home! 
 
 

Garage and Yard Sale Signs 
With the start of summer many 
Ashland residents want to hold ga-
rage and yard sales. Remember, 
though, that in Ashland it is against 
the law to place signs in the public 
right-of-way, which includes the 
park row (the area between the curb 
and sidewalk), on utility poles and 
boxes, lampposts, traffic signs, or 
private property without permission 
from the property owner. 
 Illegal signs may be removed 
without notice by the City. 
 Don’t forget to remove any 
signs once your event is over! 

 
 

▼ 

 3 

39th Annual 4th of 
July Run 

 
The 39th Annual 4th of July Run 

will be held on Saturday, July 4, 

2015. Two routes are offered:  a 

10K run (6.2-mile) and the tradi-

tional 2-mile run/walk. Both races 

will have the same start time of 

7:45 a.m. 
 

The routes are scenic and on 

closed roadways. A section of the 

10K route is along the tree-lined 

Bear Creek Greenway. 
 

Online registration is now open – 

visit www.ashland.or.us/JulyRun. 

The cost is $10 for youth (ages 12 

and under) and starts at $20 for 

adults. Join in the fun –  

adults, children and families are 

welcome! 
 

The event is a fundraiser for the 

Ashland and Phoenix High School 

cross country teams. The Ashland 

Parks & Recreation Commission 

would like to thank the following 

sponsors:  

Recology Ashland Sanitary, 

Rogue Valley Runners, and the 

Ashland & Phoenix High School 

Cross Country Teams.  

▼ 

http://www.ashlandchamber.com�
http://www.ashlandchamber.com/donatefor4th�
http://www.ashlandchamber.com/donatefor4th�
http://www.ashlandchamber.com/donatefor4th�
http://www.ashlandchamber.com/donatefor4th�
http://www.ashland.or.us/AFR�
http://www.ashland.or.us/index.asp�
http://www.ashland.or.us/fire�
http://www.ashland.or.us/JulyRun�


NEWS NOTES 
Continued from page 3 
 
Archery 
Archery is a lifetime skill with many benefits that any 
individual or family can practice and enjoy. This is a 
great way for children to develop motor skills while 
improving focus and concentration. Adults also bene-
fit by sharpening their senses and relieving stress. In 
this class you will learn about archery safety and 
Olympic-style techniques for successfully shooting at 
targets and having fun! The instructor, Lloyd Canty, 
began archery in Australia at the age of 7. He is cur-
rently the Archery Instructor at the Ashland YMCA 
where he teaches the beginner’s USA Olympic Arch-
ery program. These classes will take place at the Oak 
Knoll Driving Range. Pre-register online at 
www.ashland.or.us/register. 
 
Family Archery 
Family Archery is focused on having children and 
adult family members sharing the enjoyment of learn-
ing a new skill or for experienced adults to pass on 
their archery skills to younger generations.  
AGES  8 – Adult 
DAYS  Wednesdays 
DATES           Session 1 - June 10 to July 1 
                Session 2 - July 8 - 29 
TIMES  6:30 - 7:30 p.m.  
COST  $50 first child/adult pairing; $20 each addi-
tional family member 
       
Individual Archery Training 
Individual archery will give archers the benefits of 
shooting and instruction in a group setting with more 
opportunity for individualized instruction and prac-
tice.  Individuals should be prepared to work in small 
groups sharing equipment depending on class size. 
AGES  13 – Adult 
DAYS  Wednesdays 
DATES  Session 1 - June 10—July 1 
                Session 2 - July 8—29 
TIMES 7:35 - 8:35 p.m.  
COST   $40/individual  
▼ 
 
 

 

 
 

City Calendar 
 

□ City Council meets on the first and third Tues-
days at 7:00 p.m. Study sessions occur on the day 
before at 5:30 p.m. 

□ Planning Commission meets on the second Tues-
day 7:00 p.m. Study sessions occur on the fourth 
Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. 

□ Airport Commission meets on the first Tuesday at 
9:30 a.m. 

□ Conservation Commission meets on the fourth 
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. 

□ Forest Lands Commission meets on the second 
Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. 

□ Historic Commission meets on the Wednesday 
prior to the Tuesday Planning Commission at 
6:00 p.m. 

□ Housing and Human Services Commission 
meets on the fourth Thursday at 4:30 p.m. 

□ Parks and Recreation Commission meets on the 
fourth Monday at 7:00 p.m. Study session occurs 
on the third Monday. 

□ Public Art Commission meets on the third Friday 
at 8:30 a.m. 

□ Transportation Commission meets on the fourth 
Thursday at 6:00 p.m. 

□ Tree Commission meets on the Thursday before 
the Tuesday Planning Commission Meeting at 
6:00 p.m. 

□ Wildfire Mitigation Commission meets on the 
second Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. 

 
 
▲City Council and many other city meetings are broadcast 
live on cable channel 9. Charter Communications customers 
will find city meetings on channels 180 and 181. Meetings 
also stream live on the internet at rvtv.sou.edu.▲Meetings 
are held at Council Chambers, 1175 East Main or at 51 Win-
burn Way.▲For information about all City meetings please 
call City Administration at 541-488-6002.▲Back issues of 
the City Source are posted under “Documents” on the City’s 
Website, www.ashland.or.us. ▲TTY 1-800-735-2900. 
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