CITY OF JULY, 2015

City

ASH LAND yistoric Tours

Please join us every Friday for walking tours of the
Railroad District. Tours will meet at the gazebo in
Railroad Park, every Friday at 10:00 a.m. for a walk
through history with Terry Skibby from the Ashland
Historic Commission. These tours will be offered
weekly from June 19 — August 28, 2015. Tours take

about 12 hours. For more information, please call the

Community Development Department at 541-488-

5305. \4

THE CITIZEN’S SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE CITY OF ASHLAND
Stay informed. For all the latest news visit www.ashland.or.us. Sign up for e-mail alerts!

Ready, Set, Go!

Do you know what you need in
order to be prepared before an
emergency?

During certain types of dis-
asters, such as wildfires or
floods, you may need to leave

your home to remain safe. Your
family disaster plan should
include locations to which you and your animals can evacu-
ate (which might include an emergency shelter) and a way
for family members to stay in contact.

Be sure to sign up for Jackson County Citizen Alert
(www.jacksoncounty.org/alert) to get notifications about

emergencies near your home, business, school or other loca-
tions.

Oregon has adopted a three-level evacuation process
(See checklist on page 2.) It is important to understand what

these levels mean in case you are ever asked to evacuate.

(See, Evacuation, Page 2)

Drought Tips

Water is a critical part of daily life.
However, it’s important to remember
that Ashland’s water supply is limited,
especially during a drought like this one
we’re in now. The lack of snowpack this
winter means we all need to use our
water as efficiently as possible. The
good news is that there are a lot of sim-
ple ways to reduce the amount of water
we use both indoors and out. Here are
some great tips.

Tips for conserving water in your

landscape:

e [t is best not to water every day.
Less frequent, deep sprinkling will
encourage deeper root growth and
plants won’t become stressed as
quickly when the weather is hot.

e Let the soil dry between watering.
Roots will grow deeper looking for
water below the surface as soil dries.

e Check soil moisture before watering
by using a soil moisture meter.

e Ifyou have a dry spot in your land-
scape, water it manually with a hose
or watering can instead of running

(See, Drought, Back Page) )
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Evacuation
Continued from Page 1

Evacuating when asked to do so
will allow emergency workers to
focus on controlling the disaster
instead of saving the lives of people
who have chosen to stay. Although
you will not be forced to evacuate
your home, if you choose to leave
you may not be allowed to return
until the danger has passed. In or-
der to keep everyone safe, citizens
need to stay out of the evacuated

Level 1: Be Ready

area so emergency workers can do
their best to minimize the impact to
homes and businesses. ¥

Summer Cooling Tips

With the hot Summer weather in
full-swing, here are some tips for
keeping your home cool while
keeping your energy bills low.

Free Ways to Keep Cool:
e Turn off the lights in unoccu-
pied rooms.

Evacuation Made Easy
Be Ready, Go!

M Have an evacuation plan for you and your family, including pets.
M Always be ready by having a 72-hour kit and addressing all hazards around your home....inside and out!
M Be Firewise and create a defensible space.
M Sign up to receive Citizen Alerts www.jacksoncounty.org/alert. Stay informed.

Turn off or unplug unnecessary
electronics.

Dress for the weather. Wear
lightweight, loose fitting cloth-
ing on hot days to help keep
cool.

Drink plenty of cold liquids to
stay hydrated.

Beat the heat by blocking it. On
a hot day, keep windows, doors,
blinds, and curtains closed to
keep cool air in and the hot sun
out. Open them when it cools
down to let breezes through.

M Arrange your ‘go kit> with prescription medication, emergency supplies, important documents and other

essential items.

M Be sure you’re connected with local emergency notification systems & know the evacuation routes.
M Be ready to go immediately. Consider voluntary relocation.

Level 3: Go! This will be the last notice you receive
M Get your ‘go kit’ and leave well before the threat approaches, following a planned, accessible route.
M Stay aware of the situation and follow your plan, staying informed.

Ashland Emergency Radio frequency: 1700 AM
Wildfire Information Line: 541-552-2490
City Webpage: www.ashland.or.us

Emergency Communication Resources:

Get Now!

Ashland evacuation webpage: www.ashland.or.us/evacuation
Ashland Firewise Communities: www.ashlandfirewise.org
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e Use your kitchen and bathroom
fans after cooking and bathing
to remove hot steam from the
air.

e Cook more meals in your
microwave. It is quicker, more
energy efficient, and heats the
food instead of your house.
Outside BBQs are a fun way to
cook and keep your home cool,
too.

e Run your dishwasher at night,
especially if you choose to air
dry dishes, so that steam doesn’t
heat your kitchen.

¢ Dry laundry on a clothesline.
Your house will stay cooler and
your energy bills will be lower.

Low-Cost Ways to Keep Cool:

e Use fans instead of A/C. Fans
increase air movement, which
can make you feel up to 5 de-
grees cooler, while using less
energy. A fan won’t cool your
room so turn it off when you
leave to save energy.

e Cover your windows with white
or light colored blinds or
shades, which will reflect heat
instead of absorbing it. In a
pinch, even a white sheet will
do.

e Install roll-up blinds outside of
windows that receive the hottest
sunlight. Blocking the sun from
the outside is more effective
than blocking it from the inside.

¢ Insulate and weather-strip your
attic access cover. Install a latch
to hold the cover tight and re-
duce air leaks. The air in the
attic can be stifling on a hot
day.

v

NEWS NOTES

Daniel Meyer Pool

The Ashland Parks & Recreation
Commission invites you to the
Daniel Meyer Pool this summer!
Check out all of our swim pro-
grams, including information on
swim lessons, and view the calen-
dar for the 2015 season at
www.ashland.or.us/Swim.

Daniel Meyer Pool, an out-
door facility located in Hunter
Park at 1705 Homes Ave, will be
open through September 7, 2015.
The pool offers lap swim, open
swim, water fitness classes,
swim lessons for all ages, swim
camps, lifeguard certification
classes and much more. View
complete information at
www.ashland.or.us/Swim. The
pool can be reached directly at
541-488-0313.

Little Gnomes

This day camp for preschoolers and
kindergartners will draw inspiration
from forest schools and Waldorf edu-
cation as we explore and play at
North Mountain Park. Circle time
with movement and songs, stories,
games and crafts will be used to cele-
brate and learn about the plants,
creeks, ponds and animals around us.
Children should bring a snack, lunch,
water bottle, sun hat and sturdy play
shoes.

Pre-register online at
www.ashland.or.us/register or call
the Nature Center at 541-488-6606.
Registration deadline is August 21.

(See, Little Gnomes, Back Page)
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HeartSaver Adult CPR

HeartSaver CPR is a classroom,
video based, instructor-led course
that teaches adult CPR and AED
use, as well as how to relieve a
choking adult. This course is for
anyone with limited or no medical
training who needs a course com-
pletion card in CPR and AED use
to meet job, regulatory, or other
requirements.

The cost for this course is $35,
which includes a student study
book and course completion card.
All fees must be prepaid prior to
the class date to confirm reserva-
tion. Registration is first-come,
first-served according to when
class fees are paid. Classes are
typically limited to eight people.
Participants may register by mail-
ing a check or by paying in per-
son between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00
p-m., Monday through Friday at
Fire Station 1, 455 Siskiyou
Blvd., Ashland, OR 97520. Make
checks payable to City of Ash-
land. We now accept credit cards.

For information, contact the Ash-
land CERT Program Coordinator,
cpr@ashland.or.us or call 541-
552-2226.

DATE: Saturday, August 15
TIME: 9:00 a.m. — noon
PLACE: Fire Station 1,

455 Siskiyou Blvd.
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Drought

Continued from Page 1

your irrigation system longer.

e Add mulch to your garden beds to lock in moisture
and minimize evaporation.

e Adjust sprinkler timers throughout the summer to
account for current weather conditions. Doing this
can significantly reduce the amount of water con-
sumed.

e Check your sprinkler system for leaks and adjust
sprinklers to only water plants, not pavement.

e Water between 8:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. to avoid
losing water to wind and evaporation.

e Replace nonfunctional lawn areas with drought
tolerant plants.

Tips for conserving water indoors:

e Fix leaks promptly. Even a small faucet drip can
waste several gallons of water each day.

e Avoid letting the water run when rinsing vegeta-
bles, cleaning dishes or defrosting food.

e Wait until you have a full load of dishes before
running your dishwasher.

e  When washing clothes, adjust the water level to fit
the size of the load.

e Take shorter showers and/or replace your old
showerhead with a newer more efficient model.

e Avoid using the toilet as a wastebasket.

e Replace older toilets with new WaterSense labeled
models and save 20-75% each time you flush.

The City of Ashland is currently giving away free
showerheads and bathroom aerators as well as soil
moisture meters. Come by the Public Works building
at 51 Winburn Way to pick up these items.

For more tips and resources on how to conserve
water this summer visit www.ashland.or.us/conserve
or call 541-552-2062.

v

Little Gnomes
Continued from Page 3

Ages 3-6
Days: Monday - Thursday
Dates: August 24 - 27

Time: 9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

Place: North Mountain Park

Cost:  $135 per child

Instructor Shannon Clery is a naturalist and teacher in
traditional schools, outdoors and in her Waldorf-inspired
preschool. ¥

CITY OF

ASHLAND

City Calendar

O City Council meets on the first and third Tuesdays at 7:00
p.m. Study sessions occur on the day before at 5:30 p.m.

O Planning Commission meets on the second Tuesday 7:00
p.m. Study sessions occur on the fourth Tuesday at 7:00
p-m.

O Airport Commission meets on the first Tuesday at 9:30
a.m.

O Conservation Commission meets on the fourth Wednesday
at 6:00 p.m.

O Forest Lands Commission meets on the second Tuesday at
5:30 p.m.

O Historic Commission meets on the Wednesday prior to the
Tuesday Planning Commission at 6:00 p.m.

O Housing and Human Services Commission meets on the
fourth Thursday at 4:30 p.m.

O Parks and Recreation Commission meets on the fourth
Monday at 7:00 p.m. Study session occurs on the third
Monday.

O Public Art Commission meets on the third Friday at 8:30
a.m.

O Transportation Commission meets on the fourth Thursday
at 6:00 p.m.

O Tree Commission meets on the Thursday before the Tues-
day Planning Commission Meeting at 6:00 p.m.

O Wildfire Mitigation Commission meets on the second
Wednesday at 11:00 a.m.

A City Council and many other city meetings are broadcast
live on cable channel 9. Charter Communications customers
will find city meetings on channels 180 and 181. Meetings
also stream live on the internet at rvtv.sou.edu. A Meetings
are held at Council Chambers, 1175 East Main or at 51 Win-
burn Way. AFor information about all City meetings please
call City Administration at 541-488-6002. A Back issues of
the City Source are posted under “Documents” on the City’s
Website, www.ashland.or.us. ATTY 1-800-735-2900.
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