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Gateway Island Criteria  

 

A.  Selection Criteria extracted from RFQ Project Intent – How closely does the art piece 

meet the goals set out in the RFQ: 

 Is the piece contemporary and original? 

 Will the artwork stimulate conversation and create a sense of identity for site? 

 Does the piece have the potential to become a visual landmark/iconic to Ashland? 

 Will the piece enhance the Gateway location and the experience of entering downtown? 

 

B.  Artistic merit and creativity  

How strong (positive or negative) is your response to the visual appearance of the work? Does 

the piece have the wow factor? 

 How well does the artwork activate the site in terms of size, form, color, magnitude, etc?   

 Is the piece engaging from differing viewpoints, levels, angles, and perspectives? 

 Comparatively, how does each work rate in originality, concept, vision, and overall 

aesthetics? 

 

C.  Consideration of public art master plan goals, purpose and mission 

 Would the art piece elevate awareness of public art in the city? 

 Is the design visually memorable to the diverse users of the site? 

 Does the piece lend a unifying identity for Gateway and the public spaces, buildings, and 

roadways that surround/cross it? 

 

D.  How the artwork fits within the context of the site 

 Does the concept articulate the space by expressing a coherent whole engaging to all 

(pedestrians, bicyclists, vehicles, library, fire station, and bus stop users) 

 Is the work appropriate for the City placing Ashland in an contemporary context 

artistically?  

 

E.  Potential safety conflicts 

 Does the proposal present conflicts that would interfere with traffic, pedestrian, bicycle or 

other public safety concerns? 

 

F.  Practical considerations 

 Technical feasibility: can the work be built and installed as proposed? 

 Is the piece/material easily maintained? 

 

AMC 2.29.130 Guidelines for recommendation by the Commission 
 

A. Selection Guidelines for Works of Public Art. 

1. Quality. The artwork should be of exceptional quality and enduring value. 

2. Site. The artwork should enhance the existing character of the site by taking 

into account scale, color, material, texture, content, and the social dynamics of the 

location. 
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3. History and Context. The artwork should consider the historical, geographical, 

and cultural features of the site, as well as the relationship to the existing 

architecture and landscaping of the site. 

4. Initial Cost. The total cost of the artwork, including all items related to its 

installation, should be considered. 

5. Maintenance and Durability. The durability and cost to maintain the artwork 

should be considered and quantified, particularly if the work is servicing, 

repainting, repairing or replacement of moving parts. 

6. Permanence. Both temporary and permanent art works shall be considered. 

7. Media. All forms of visual media shall be considered, subject to any 

requirements set forth by city ordinance. 

8. Public Liability. The artwork should not result in safety hazards, nor cause 

extraordinary liability to the city. 

9. Diversity. The artwork in the Ashland Public Art Collection should encourage 

cultural diversity. 

10. Commercial Aspect. The artwork shall not promote goods or services of 

adjacent or nearby businesses. 

11. Compliance. Artworks shall not violate any federal, state, or local laws, 

including specifically AMC Chapter 18.96. 

 


