CITY OF

City

ASH LAND Sign Up To Serve!

Volunteers on City boards and commissions are the
lifeblood of City government. Whether your interest is
in planning, art, historic preservation or social services,
there’s a volunteer opportunity waiting for you.

Now is the time to get your application in. For a
complete list of City boards and commissions, visit the
City web site. A list of many of our boards and com-
missions is found on the back page of this City Source
newsletter. To find out where the current opportunities

are, go to www.ashland.or.us/vacancies. At that page,

(See, Serve, Page 2)

THE CITIZEN’S SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE CITY OF ASHLAND

Stay informed. For all the latest news visit www.ashland.or.us. Sign up for e-mail alerts!

You Have Discolored
Water. Now What?

It’s not a common occurrence but

from time to time it is possible to
have tap water in your home that looks dirty or discolored.
The first place you’ll probably notice this water is in a toilet
or bathtub where the larger volume of water and white sur-
face will make the discolored water more noticeable. At
times it can also be seen in smaller quantities such as a
drinking glass or running directly out of the tap.

The water distribution system 1s a network of pipes that
serves water users all over town. Over time mineral depos-
its accumulate inside these pipes, as happens with any water
distribution system. These mineral deposits are harmless
and are naturally occurring in water. However, on occasion
greater than normal concentrations of these

(See, Discolored Water, Back Page)

Become a Master
Recycler in 20135!

Jackson County Recycling Partnership is
now seeking residents of Ashland to
take part in the annual training course
and volunteer service program. Partici-
pants gain a broad understanding of
home waste prevention strategies, the
local solid waste infrastructure, hazard-
ous waste avoidance, composting, plas-
tics, e-waste and much more.

The annual course offers an exten-
sive training manual, discussion-based
classes, presentations from regional ex-
perts, and field trips to the regional land
fill, waste-to-energy plant, and compost-
ing facilities. To complete the training,
Master Recyclers complete 40 service
hours in their neighborhoods, work-
places and schools, and support county-
wide waste prevention projects over the
course of a year. Since 2008, nearly 200
volunteers have become waste preven-
tion ambassadors in Jackson County.

Weekly classes will take place on
Tuesday evenings, March 10 — May 19,
from 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. at the Rogue

(See, Master Recycler, Page 2) IR
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Disposal & Recycling headquarters
at 1 West Main in downtown Med-
ford. Enroll on-line today to reserve
your space at
www.jcmasterrecyclers.org. For
more information, call Jackson
County Recycling Partnership at
541-494-5488. ¥

Fix a Leak Week

Drip. Drip. Drip. The average
American household wastes more
than 10,000 gallons (1,340 cubic
feet) each year from easy to fix wa-
ter leaks. That’s why the City of
Ashland is encouraging homeown-
ers to find and fix leaks during the
EPA’s WaterSense” annual Fix a
Leak Week, March 16 - 22, 2015.
Fixing household leaks not only
saves water but reduces water util-
ity bills by about 10 percent. Start

saving today with three simple
steps: Check. Twist. Replace.

1. Check - First, check your
home for leaks. An easy way to
start is to examine your winter wa-
ter use. If it exceeds 8,000 gallons
(1,070 cubic feet) per month for a
family of four, you might have
leaks.

2. Twist - Apply pipe tape to be
sure plumbing fixture connections
are sealed tight and give leaking
faucets and showerheads a firm
twist with a wrench.

3. Replace - If you just can’t
seem to stop those drips, look for
WaterSense labeled plumbing fix-
tures, which use at least 20 percent
less water and are independently
certified to perform as well or better
than standard plumbing fixtures.

Because we want to ensure wa-
ter supplies last for future genera-
tions, the City of Ashland encour-
ages you to show your support and
participate in this year’s Fix a Leak
Week.

For more information about

water and energy conservation pro-
grams or rebates on plumbing fix-
tures call 541-488-5306 or visit
www.ashland.or.us/conserve.

v
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At that page, you can find the appli-
cation form.

To apply for a position on a
City board or commission, send a
completed application and a letter
of interest to the City Recorder’s
Office by March 20™.

NEWS NOTES

Introduction to Wildlife & Bird
Photography for Teens

Learn the basics of creating wildlife
images from a profes-sional. Find-
ing and approaching wild animals,
the use of natural light and creative

Ashland Community Bike Swap

The 25th annual Bike Swap on Saturday, April 18, 2015, at the Grove, 1195 E. Main Street, will provide a
community venue for buying and selling working-condition bicycles and related

equipment. Proceeds from this event fund bike safety education in the Rogue Valley.

Do you have a bike you would like to donate? Did you know bicycle and equipment donations are tax-

deductible? Donations will be accepted through April 11, and

provide for more bike safety classes!

Please call Ashland Parks & Recreation at 541-488-5340 for more information or visit www.RVTD.org/
bikeswap. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Lori Ainsworth by email at
lori.ainsworth@ashland.or.us or by phone at 541-552-2264.
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composition will be the focus of
this workshop, equipment provided.
Students will have the chance learn
basic camera settings on a digital
SLR camera as well as how to use
and focus a telephoto lens. A CD
with student’s photographs and 8 x
12” print are also included. Space is
limited so pre-register on-line at
www.ashland.or.us/register or call
the Nature Center a t 541-488-6606.
AGES  7th - 12th grade students
DATES March 7, 14

TIME 9:00 a.m. - noon
PLACE North Mountain Park
COST  $125; includes all

equipment & supplies

Nice & Easy Natural Spring
Cleaning

It’s so easy being green! Learn to
make natural cleaning products that
are safe, effective, inexpensive and
incredibly easy. Just one simple
cleaning powder recipe can be the
basis for many other useful clean-
ing solutions. In this class, we will
use familiar household ingredients
to make-and-take four different
cleaning products, and learn the
recipes for several more. You will
leave the class with useful contain-
ers, samples and the know-how to
make your own natural cleaners at
home. Pre-register online at
www.ashland.or.us/ register or call
the Nature Center at 541-488-6606.

AGES 13 - Adult (younger
children must be accom-
panied by an adult)

DATE March 21

TIME 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

PLACE North Mountain Park

COST $12

Social Security Planning for Baby
Boomers

This workshop is designed for baby
boomers who are not yet retired.
The program will cover the basics
of Social Security, strategies to
maximize benefits and current re-
form proposals. Please bring a pen
and notepad. Pre-register online at
www.ashland.or.us/register.

AGES 50-70

DATES Session 2 | March 24
Session 3 | May 19

TIME 5:30 - 6:30pm

PLACE Ashland Senior Center,
1699 Homes Ave

COST $10/workshop

Plant Your Drought- Tolerant
Garden NOW!

Get ready for summer, take advan-
tage of spring rains and get your
drought-tolerant garden off to a
good start! There will be live plant
specimens suitable for the Rogue
Valley and you can learn what wa-
ter-wise plants need to thrive. Pre-
register www.ashland.or.us/ register
or call the Nature Center at 541-488

-6606.

AGES 15 - Adult

DATE March 11

TIME 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
PLACE North Mountain Park
COST $17

Basic Life support for Healthcare
Providers

This course is intended for health-
care providers and other students
seeking training and certification in
CPR and teaches critical concepts

(See, News Notes, Back Page)
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Logo Design
Contest

Is the artist in you ready for a
challenge? If you answered
yes, Ashland Parks &
Recreation has an opportu-
nity for you! We are looking
for an artist to design the
logo for the 39th Annual 4™
of July Run.

If your artwork is selected
you will win $150, free
t-shirts featuring your
design, and the pride of
seeing your work in
multiple mediums!

Submissions are due
no later than Monday,
March 2, 2015.
The winner will be
notified by Friday,
March 6, 2015.

For guidelines,
additional information
and to see logos from

past events, please visit
www.ashland.or.us/

JulyRunlLogo.
v
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NEWS NOTES

Continued from page 3

of high quality CPR, use of automated external defi-
brillators, and relief from choking for victims of all
ages.

The cost for this course is $55, which includes a
student study book and American Heart Association
card upon course completion. Registration is first-
come, first-served according to when class fees are
paid. Classes are typically limited to eight people. Par-
ticipants may register by mailing a check or by paying
in person 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m., Monday - Friday at
Fire Station 1, 455 Siskiyou Blvd., Ashland, OR
97520. Make checks payable to City of Ashland. We
now accept credit cards.

For information or to register contact the CERT
Program Coordinator at 541-552-2226,
cpr@ashland.or.us, or www.ashland.or.us/cpr.

DATE: March 14, 2015
TIME: 9:00 a.m. —2:00 p.m.
PLACE: Ashland Fire Station 1
COST: $55V

Discolored Water
Continued from Page 1

harmless mineral deposits can get mixed into the flow-
ing water, making it look dirty.

Typically, it takes some type of event which
causes more water than usual to flow through the sys-
tem to mix the mineral deposits into the water. These
events include fire fighting, hydrant testing, water
main flushing, or repair and maintenance activities
within the water distribution system. For example,
when the Fire Department uses water through a hy-
drant to fight a fire, more water flows through that
portion of the distribution system than normally
would. This additional flow creates turbulence in the
pipe. This turbulence stirs the mineral deposits into the
water, causing the water to look dirty or discolored.
It’s not uncommon for the water in an area of fire
fighting activities to appear discolored.

Normal operation of the water distribution system
will not cause discolored water. If your water does

appear discolored, running your water for a few minutes
will usually clear out the discoloration. Occasionally it
will take a little more time. If running the water doesn’t
clear up the water, please call the Public Works Water
Division at 541-488-5353. ¥
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City Calendar

O City Council meets on the first and third Tuesdays at 7:00
p-m. Study sessions occur on the day before at 5:30 p.m.

O Planning Commission meets on the second Tuesday 7:00
p-m. Study sessions occur on the fourth Tuesday at 7:00
p.m.

O Airport Commission meets on the first Tuesday at 9:30
a.m.

O Conservation Commission meets on the fourth Wednesday
at 6:00 p.m.

O Forest Lands Commission meets on the second Tuesday at
5:30 p.m.

O Historic Commission meets on the Wednesday prior to the
Tuesday Planning Commission at 6:00 p.m.

O Housing and Human Services Commission meets on the
fourth Thursday at 4:30 p.m.

O Parks and Recreation Commission meets on the fourth
Monday at 7:00 p.m. Study session occurs on the third
Monday.

O Public Art Commission meets on the third Friday at 8:30
a.m.

O Transportation Commission meets on the fourth Thursday
at 6:00 p.m.

O Tree Commission meets on the Thursday before the Tues-
day Planning Commission Meeting at 6:00 p.m.

O Wildfire Mitigation Commission meets on the second
Wednesday at 11:00 a.m.

A City Council and many other city meetings are broadcast live on
cable channel 9. Charter Communications customers will find city
meetings on channels 180 and 181. Meetings also stream live on the
internet at rvtd.sou.edu. A Meetings are held at Council Chambers,
1175 East Main or at 51 Winburn Way. A For information about all
City meetings please call City Administration at 541-488-
6002. ABack issues of the City Source are posted under
“Documents” on the City’s Website, www.ashland.or.us. ATTY 1-
800-735-2900.
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