
State of the City Celebration 
 
The Mayor and City Council invite all the citizens of Ashland to  
attend the second annual State of the City Celebration on January 
11, 2016, in the Community Center, located at 59 Winburn Way. 
 
Mayor Stromberg will give his annual State of the City address. He 
and the Council, will recognize the hard work and challenges faced 
by the Ashland community in 2015 and look forward to the year to 
come. 
 
One highlight of the event will be the presentation of the 2015 
James M. Ragland "Volunteer Spirit" Award. The winner of this 
annual award exemplifies the exceptional contributions made by 
Ashland's many public sector volunteers. 
 
Come join in the festivities! 
5:30 p.m. - Appetizer social time 
6:00 p.m. - Welcome and introductions 
 Year in review 
 State of the City Address by Mayor Stromberg 
 Presentation of the James M. Ragland “Volunteer 

Spirit” Award 
 Farewell  
 
For more information, please call the City Administration office at 
541-488-6002 or e-mail administration@ashland.or.us. 

Calling All Logo Designers!  
 
Is the artist in you ready for a challenge? 
If you answered yes, Ashland Parks and 
Recreation Commission (APRC) has an 
opportunity for you! We are looking for 
an artist to design a logo for our new an-
nual event: Siskiyou de Mayo, A World 
Music Festival.  
 
The festival, scheduled for early May, 
2016, will take place in Lithia Park and 
celebrate multiculturalism with interna-
tional music and dance! Our first annual 
line-up will feature: Salsa Brava with 
Jennifer Berry's Rueda Dancers, Dawn 
KC: Middle Eastern Belly Dance, Tom 
Berich: Caribbean Steel Pan Band, Tony 
Stern's Cuban Rumba Troupe, and more. 
The event will be MC’d by local story-
teller and poet, T. Poe. 
 
If your artwork is selected you will win 
free passes to the APRC seasonal pool 
and ice rink, free t-shirts featuring your 
design and the pride of seeing your work 
in multiple media! 
 
Complete details can be found at 
www.ashland.or.us/SiskiyoudeMayo. 
Deadline to apply is Monday, February 
1, 2016. The winning artist will be noti-
fied by February 15, 2016.  
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Make your 2016 New Year’s reso-
lution to save water and money! 
Simple, minor adjustments to your 
habits and the hardware around 
your house can work wonders when 
it comes to water conservation. 
People all across the country are 
using less water than they were in 
the past by shutting off faucets, fix-
ing leaks, and installing more effi-
cient appliances and fixtures. 
 
Here are some ways you can save 
water (and money!) inside your 
home: 
 

 Check for leaks and fix them 
promptly. 

 Install low-flow shower heads. 
 Soak pots and pans instead of  

letting the water run while you 
clean them. 

 Wash fruits and vegetables in a 
bowl of water instead of rinsing 
them under the tap. Then use 
the water to water house plants! 

 Turn off the faucet when not in 
use. 

 Run full loads in your dish-
washer and clothes washer; you 
can save up to 1,000 gallons 
(134 cubic feet) of water per 
month. 

 Instead of running the garbage 
disposal, compost food waste. 

 Defrost food in the refrigerator 
instead of using running water 
to thaw food. 

 If you don't use a dishwasher, 

Future Council Topics 
 

The future of City Hall, the plastic bag ban, the recommendations of a committee that has been studying the City 
Recorder position and an expansion of the City’s wildfire lands overlay zone are among the many important is-
sues that will come before the City Council in January. 
 
At its study session on January 4, the Council will review a report on the seismic vulnerability of the City Hall 
building at 20 East Main Street and the projected cost of upgrading it. The walls of City Hall, beneath its stucco 
exterior, are unreinforced masonry. The building would likely crumble in an earthquake. The Council has made 
addressing City Hall and City space needs a strategic planning priority goal. 
 
About a year ago, the Council adopted a “bring your own bag” program under which most retailers are prohib-
ited from providing single-use plastic bags and must charge customers 10¢ for a paper bag. The ordinance that 
implemented this program requires that the Council review the ordinance after it has been in effect for a year.  
That review is scheduled for the January 19 business meeting. There will also be an opportunity to provide input 
on this program through “Open City Hall” on the City web site. 
 
Also on January 19, the Council will consider an expansion of the “Wildfire Lands Overlay Zone,” which is a 
zoning ordinance that creates restrictions and development standards for properties most at risk from wildfire.  
This ordinance would expand the zone to cover the entire City. As we saw with the Oak Knoll fire in 2011, a 
wildfire in town can spread quickly and have devastating consequences, even in a neighborhood that is not in the 
urban/forestland interface. 
 
Council business meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month in the Council Chambers at 1175 East 
Main St., starting at 7 p.m.  Study sessions are held on the Monday before each regular business meeting (except 
on holidays) in the Siskiyou Room at 51 Winburn Way starting at 5:30 p.m. Council agendas are subject to 
change on short notice, so please check the city website at www.ashland.or.us to be sure agenda items in which 
you are interested are still scheduled for Council discussion or action. 
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2016 New Year’s Resolution: Go Low Flow   
fill the sink with a few gallons 
of soapy water, clean dishes, and 
put them aside then rinse them 
all together afterwards. 

 

Make your new year bright with 
freebies! The City of Ashland is 
giving out low flow aerators and 
showerheads to all Ashland resi-
dents. A family of four could reduce 
their indoor water use by up to 60% 
by replacing old toilets, shower-
heads, bathroom aerators and wash-
ing machines.  
 

For more information on simple 
ways to save water or to learn about 
current giveaways and rebate pro-
grams visit www.ashland.or.us/
conserve or call 541-552-2421.  
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The City of Ashland has recently been informed that several utility custom-
ers have been contacted by people claiming to be Ashland Municipal Elec-
tric Utility, Pacific Power, or other companies demanding payment for util-
ity charges. These individuals are NOT representatives of the City and are 
part of an ongoing nationwide scam.  
 
If you receive a call from somebody representing the City of Ashland in 
this manner, do not make a payment. Call the Ashland Police Department 
immediately at 541-482-5211 or call the Utility Billing customer service at 
541-488-6004 during normal work hours for account status. Customers can 
also come to 20 East Main Street between 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, to get information about their account status. 
  
For tips on how to protect your privacy and prevent utility fraud, visit 
http://www.ftc.gov/. 

 

Safety Tips  
from Police Chief Tighe O’Meara 

with thanks to Bill Heimann 
 

Lighting on bicycles is a 
must!  
 

Did you know that, per Ore-
gon State statute 815.280, a 
person commits the offense 
of violation of bicycle equip-
ment requirements if they do 
not have the proper lighting 
and other required equipment 
while operating on public 
rights of way? 
 

You must have attached to 
your bicycle a white front 
light, visible at least 500 feet 
and a red light or reflector, 
visible at least 600 feet when 
operating your bicycle dur-
ing limited visibility condi-
tions. Note, this does not say 
just at night. Limited visibil-
ity can include many condi-
tions such as, foggy or rainy 
weather, and low light. 
 

Wearing bright clothing and 
having additional lighting 
will increase your visibility 
in both limited visibility con-
ditions,  as well as during 
normal daytime riding. Re-
member, the number one 
statement motor vehicle driv-
ers exclaim when they col-
lide with a bicyclist is, “I 
didn’t see them!” 
 

Be visible, be safer. 
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Watch Out for Utility Scams 

Solar Up for Spring! 
The City of Ashland Energy Conservation Division will offer an educa-
tional workshop in late January for City electric customers who may be 
thinking about installing solar systems to take advantage of a perfect storm 
of City incentives, current state and federal tax credits, Southern Oregon’s 
great solar resources and our great group of local solar installers.   
 
The workshop will cover the details of incentives, current tax credits, and 
how the projects work. Participants will have a chance to talk with local 
installers who can give information on system design, efficiency and new 
developments in the solar industry. Be sure to check back on the City’s 
website for workshop details at www.ashland.or.us/solarspring2016 
 
For information on the City’s current solar incentive program, visit 
www.ashland.or.us/solar or call Larry Giardina at 541-552-2065. 

Help count birds that visit the feeders at North Mountain Park while learn-
ing to identify species with expert guidance. This is a great opportunity for 
all-level birders to get acquainted with local birds and mingle with other 
birders under a covered pavilion. The information collected will be submit-
ted to Cornell University’s FeederWatch project, a nationwide bird moni-
toring effort. 
AGES         10 and up 
DATES January 9, 23 | February 6, 20 | March 5, 19 
TIME 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
PLACE North Mountain Park Pavilion 
COST Free; pre-registration is not required 

Project FeederWatch 
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Low Income Assistance 
 

Are you a low income customer? The City of Ashland has set 
aside money for the Ashland Low Income Energy Assistance 
Program to help low-income residents with electric bills during 
the cold winter months. 
 
Eligible Ashland residents include those whose income is at or 
below 60 percent of Oregon’s median income. These levels are 
based on household income and household size. Qualified recipi-
ents will receive a credit on their electric utility charges. Credits 
of up to 50 percent will be given to seniors and disabled persons 
for up to six months and credits of 50 percent to other qualified 
residents for up to three months. The maximum allowed credit is 
$300.00 for either group. Applicants can call 541-552-2038 to 
request an application packet be sent to them or pick one up at 
the utility billing counter at City Hall (20 E. Main Street). No 
qualified applicants are turned away. 
 
If you know of someone who might qualify and needs assistance, 
please let them know about this program. The deadline to submit 
the application is February 1, 2016. Late applications will not 
be accepted. 

City Calendar 
 

City Council  
 Business Meetings: Jan. 5, 19 | 7:00 p.m. 
 Study Sessions: Jan. 4 | 5:30 p.m. 
Planning Commission 
 Business Meeting: Jan. 12 | 7:00 p.m. 
 Study Session: Jan. 26 | 7:00 p.m.  
Airport Commission  
 Jan. 5 | 9:30 a.m. 
Conservation Commission  
 Jan. 27 | 6:00 p.m. 
Forest Lands Commission  
 Jan. 12 | 5:30 p.m. 
Historic Commission  
 Jan. 6 | 6:00 p.m. 
Housing and Human Services Commission 
 Jan. 28 | 4:30 p.m. 
Parks and Recreation Commission  
 Business Meeting: Jan. 25 | 7:00 p.m. 
 Study Session: Cancelled 
Public Art Commission 

Jan. 15 | 8:30 a.m. 
Transportation Commission  
 Jan. 28 | 6:00 p.m. 
Tree Commission  

Jan. 7 | 6:00 p.m. 
Wildfire Mitigation Commission  
 Jan. 20| 11:00 a.m. 
 
▲Meetings are held at Council Chambers, 1175 East 
Main or at 51 Winburn Way and are open to the public. 
▲TTY 1-800-735-2900. ▲City Council and many 
other city meetings are broadcast live on channel 9. 
Charter Communications customers will find city meet-
ings on channels 180 and 181. Meetings also stream 
live on the internet at rvtv.sou.edu. 
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Ashland Rotary Centennial Ice Rink 
 

The Ashland Rotary Centennial Ice Rink, lo-
cated at 95 Winburn Way, will be operational 
through February 28, 2016. For information on 
prices, schedules, lessons, family and adapted 
programming, hockey, scholarships and all 
there is to offer, visit www.ashland.or.us/
IceRink, call the ice rink directly at 541-488-
9189, or call the Ashland Parks and Recreation 
office at 541-488-5340.  

Recycled Paper Beads 
 

Back by popular demand! Learn how to create your own vibrant 
beads out of nothing but scrap magazine pages. Anna 
Edmondson will teach you how to select, cut, shape, and varnish 
these unique craft items. By the end of the class, you will take 
home a collection of light and sturdy varnished beads in a variety 
of colors and shapes. Bring your favorite pair of scissors. All 
other material will be provided but any used magazines or inter-
estingly colored scrap paper will be a welcome addition. Please 
register online at www.ashland.or.us/register or call North Moun-
tain Park at 541-488-6606. 
 
AGES 10 to adult 
DAY Saturday 
DATE January 23 
TIME 1-5pm 
PLACE  North Mountain Park 
COST  $40 
 
Instructor Anna Edmondson is the creator of "Wandering Bard 
Works", recycled wearable art, and manager of the Ashland Arti-
san Emporium.  
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