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Council Communication 
 

Resolution Supporting Regulation of Campaign Contributions and Expenditures 
Meeting Date: March 6, 2012 Primary Staff Contact: David Lohman 

Department: Council E-Mail: lohmand@ashland.or.us 

Secondary Dept.: N/A Secondary Contact: N/A 

Approval: Dave Kanner Estimated Time: 20 minutes 
 

Question:   
Will Council adopt a resolution urging Congress to approve an amendment to the Constitution of the 

United States to give Congress and the states the authority to set limits on campaign contributions and 

regulate political spending? 

 

Staff Recommendation: 
None. 

 

Background: 
In a 2010 US Supreme Court case, Citizens United v. Federal Elections Commission, five of the nine 

Justices determined that unions and for-profit and non-profit corporations can make unlimited indirect 

political contributions because money spent on political expression by such organizations, as well as 

individuals, constitutes constitutionally protected free speech. 

 

A number of cities, citizens groups, and others have passed resolutions and signed petitions urging 

Congress to reverse the Citizens United decision by undertaking the process to amend the U.S. 

Constitution.   

 

At its February 21, 2012 meeting, the City Council passed a resolution directing the City Attorney to 

prepare a resolution urging Congress to approve a constitutional amendment authorizing Congress and 

the states to regulate campaign contributions and expenditures.  

 

Related City Policies: 
 None. 

 

Council Options: 
 Adopt a resolution urging Congress to approve a constitutional amendment authorizing Congress 

and the states to regulate campaign contributions and expenditures, effectively overturning Citizens 

United. 

 Decline to take a City position on efforts to overturn Citizens United. 

 

Potential Motions: 
 Move to adopt the attached advisory resolution urging Congress to approve an amendment to the 

U.S. Constitution. 
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 Move to amend the attached resolution concerning a constitutional amendment on regulation of 

campaign contributions and expenditures, and then move to adopt the amended resolution. 

 Move to take no City position on efforts to overturn Citizens United. 

 

Attachments:  
Draft Resolution 

 

 


