CITY OF
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AS HLAND Bicycle Safety

Did you know a bicycle is considered a vehicle in
Oregon? That bicycle operation is governed under the
same rules as a car? Did you know that violation of
those laws on a bicycle can result in the same fines as a
motor vehicle? Well, it’s all true. Oregon State Statue
814.400 defines a bicycle the same as a car. Running a
stop sign while operating a bicycle in Ashland can
result in a fine of almost $300! Riding against the nor-
mal traffic flow is also a finable offense.

(See, Bicycles, on Back Page)

THE CITIZEN’S SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE CITY OF ASHLAND
Stay informed. For all the latest news visit www.ashland.or.us. Sign up for e-mail alerts!

Using Water Wisely

In the face of drought this summer, our
community has been pulling together to
find ways to reduce water use wherever
possible. Efforts range from installing
more water efficient fixtures inside
homes to watering lawns less frequently.

Whatever your method to reduce water use, continue to
use water wisely and keep the following factors in mind:

Tree Watering: When reducing watering times on lawn
areas with trees, remember that your trees may still need
water. If your trees have been dependent on water from your
lawn sprinklers then don’t forget to give them a good soak-
ing. Soak once a week for young trees and once every other
week for established trees.

Prioritize landscape watering: Sometimes we have to
make tough decisions. Look over your landscape and decide
which areas could survive with less water. For the most part,

(See, Water, Page 3)

New Public Art

The community is invited to attend pres-
entations by the three artists selected to
submit concepts for public art on the
Gateway Island. The Gateway Island is
located between the Library and Fire
Station No. 1 and was designated as a
location for public art more than 10
years ago.

The Public Art Commission invited
qualified artists to respond to a Request
for Qualifications (RFQ) for the Gate-
way Island Public Art Project. From the
sixty-four artists who responded, three
were selected to move forward in the
process and to develop concepts that re-
flect the intent of the project. The three
artists will present their concepts in
the Gresham Room at the Ashland
Public Library on Thursday, Septem-
ber 10, at Noon and again at 5:00 p.m.
Each artist presentation will be 15 min-
utes with a question and answer session
at the end of the presentations. The final
piece will be chosen by an independent
selection panel the next day.

The winning artist will have one
year to execute the piece and installation

(See, Public Art, Page 2)
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will occur in the fall of 2016.

The selection panel, independ-
ent of the Public Art Commission
will choose the “winning” design
on Friday, September 11, and base
their selection on the Project Intent.

The vision for this artwork is to
add a signature installation to the
City of Ashland’s Public Art Col-
lection, place Ashland in a contem-
porary context within today’s world
and add to the city’s visual land-
marks. In addition, this site-specific
artwork is meant to:

e Become iconic to Ashland and
enrich the spirit and pride of the
community;

e C(Create excitement and interest
for the community;

e Enhance the experience of en-
tering the downtown core; and

e Be of a scale appropriate to the
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space and be visually accessible
to pedestrians, cyclists and mo-
tor vehicles. ¥

RR Property Plans

The City has received e-mails from
citizens expressing concern about
“toxic waste” being removed from
the Railroad Property between Her-
sey and A Streets. There are no
plans to transport toxic waste from
the Railroad Property.

Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR),
the owner of the property, has in-
formed the City of a plan to remove
an underground fuel storage bunker
from its property and about 7,500
cubic feet of dirt that surrounds it;
an area covering about two acres.
Oregon Department of Environ-
mental Quality (DEQ) considers
this low-risk contaminated soil;
contaminated primarily with

petroleum and petroleum byprod-
ucts.

UPRR expects the project to
take five weeks, working Monday
through Saturday from 7:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. and anticipates approxi-
mately 25 trucks per day to and
from the site. Existing soil will be
removed and replaced with clean
fill. The City has required that all
truck loads be covered and truck
wheels be washed before the trucks
leave the site. The trucks will enter
and leave the property via Clear
Creek Drive (on the west side of the
property), Oak Street and Eagle
Mill Road.

The City has required erosion
control, dust control and fire pre-
vention measures to be in place for
the duration of the project. In addi-
tion, the City has required UPRR to
set aside funds for potential street
repairs.

UPRR has not determined a
start date. It’s possible that work

SAVE THE DATE!

Ashland is Ready (AIR) — September 12, 2015
1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Noon — doors open for vendor display

Is your family prepared to be self sufficient during a disaster? AIR helps you prepare for a disaster with presenters
and vendors providing information about localized hazards, how to be informed and how to be better prepared if

disaster strikes.

Visit the vendor fair before and after the event. Vendors will include Avista Utilities, City of Ashland Electric De-
partment, Costco, Firewise, REI, Ashland Hardware and others.

Pre-registration is required, the cost is $10, and each participant will leave with an 72-hour emergency kit. Each
year the event has sold out, so register early!

See what happened last year at AIR at www.ashland.or.us/air. ¥
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will already be underway by the
time you read this, but September is
more likely. When the City is in-
formed of the date the project will
begin, notices will be mailed to all
residences and businesses in nearby
areas and along Oak Street. This is
not a full site clean-up as has been
proposed in previous years.

Many details are still being
worked out between UPRR and
DEQ. Updated information will be
posted on the City website as more
information becomes available
from UPRR. ¥

Water
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trees should be watered first, fol-
lowed by shrubs, gardens, and then
lawn.
Proper Sprinkler Scheduling: The
greatest amount of water savings
can often be realized through im-
proved irrigation scheduling. You
could potentially reduce your water
use by up to 60% simply by adjust-
ing your watering schedule
throughout the summer to account
for plants’ changing water needs.
At the end of August and into Sep-
tember we still have high tempera-
tures, however plant water needs
decrease because the days are also
getting shorter. Remember to take
this into account and adjust your
watering times accordingly.

Here are some additional out-
door water conservation tips:
e Adjust sprinklers to avoid wa-

tering sidewalks and driveways.
e Water between 8:00 p.m. and

6:00 a.m. to avoid losing water

to wind and evaporation.

e Be sure to fix all leaks promptly
no matter how small they may
seem.

e Attach a shut off nozzle on your
hose when hand watering
plants.

e Use soaker hoses and drip irri-
gation to water flowerbeds,
vegetable gardens, shrubs and
trees.

e Keep pools covered when not in
use so you won’t lose water to
evaporation.

e Plant in the fall when conditions
are cooler and rainfall is more
plentiful.

e Take a meter reading before and
after running your sprinkler sys-
tem to determine how much wa-
ter you use. City of Ashland
water meters are read in cubic
feet. One cubic foot equals 7.48
gallons.

The City of Ashland offers several

resources to assist you in managing

your water use including FREE
sprinkler system evaluations. Call

541-552-2062 to schedule your in-

spection.

The City is also offering free
showerheads, faucet aerators, and
soil moisture meters to Ashland
residents. You can pick up these
free items at 51 Winburn Way.

For more information on con-
servation programs visit our web-
site at www.ashland.or.us/conserve.
For water wise landscaping ideas
go to www.ashlandsaveswater.org.
For drought concerns, please visit
www.ashland.or.us/drought2015.
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Tips from Police
Chief O’'Meara

Graffiti Hotline

The Ashland Police Depart-
ment has a Graffiti Hotline. If
you see graffiti anywhere in the
city or have information about
persons who vandalize with
graffiti please call 541-552-
2380. No personal information
is required to be submitted. If
you clean graffiti off your
property, please take a picture
of it and send or drop off the
photo at the Ashland Police
Department, located at 1155
East Main Street. We appreci-
ate your efforts to keep
Ashland graffiti-free.

Traffic Signals

Remember that traffic signals
indicate the right of way for
drivers and pedestrians at inter-
sections and mid-block cross-
walks. If a signal appears dark,
such as during a power failure,
stop as you would if there were
stop signs in all directions or
the same as a four-way stop
intersection. When a traffic sig-
nal is out of order and flashes
yellow or red, you must obey
that signal appropriately, the
same as any other flashing sig-
nal. ¥
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NEWS NOTES

Basic Life support for Healthcare Providers

This course is intended for healthcare providers and
other students seeking training and certification in
CPR and teaches critical concepts of high quality
CPR, use of automated external defibrillators, and re-
lief from choking for victims of all ages.

The cost for this course is $55, which includes a
student study book and American Heart Association
card upon course completion. Registration is first-
come, first-served according to when class fees are
paid. Classes are typically limited to eight people. Par-
ticipants may register by mailing a check or by paying
in person 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m., Monday - Friday at
Fire Station 1, 455 Siskiyou Blvd., Ashland, OR
97520. Make checks payable to City of Ashland. We
now accept credit cards.

For information or to register contact the CERT
Program Coordinator at 541-552-2226,
cpr@ashland.or.us, or www.ashland.or.us/cpr.
DATE:  September 12, 2015
TIME: 9:00 a.m. —2:00 p.m.

PLACE: Ashland Fire Station 1' ¥

Gardening When Water is Scarce

Learn about simple grey-water systems, low-cost drip
irrigation, using swales to slow and sink water, choos-
ing the right mulch, and which plants sip rather than
gulp water. Pre-register online at www.ashland.or.us/
register or call 541-488-6606.

AGES 10 - Adult

DATE September 3, 2015
TIME 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
PLACE North Mountain Park
COST $20

Instructor Cynthia Care is a garden designer spe-
cializing in beautiful edible landscapes. She also
teaches permaculture classes and is writing a book,
The Everyday Gardener.V

Bicycles
Continued from Page 1

To be safer and to avoid citations drive your bike
just as you would your car. Follow the same rules you

do when behind the steering wheel. If you think “drive”
and not “ride”, you will be much safer and avoid meet-
ing one of our police officers in a not so fun way. ¥
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City Calendar

o City Council meets on the first and third Tuesdays at
7:00 p.m. Study sessions occur on the day before at
5:30 p.m.

0 Planning Commission meets on the second Tuesday
7:00 p.m. Study sessions occur on the fourth Tuesday
at 7:00 p.m.

a Airport Commission meets on the first Tuesday at
9:30 a.m.

o Conservation Commission meets on the fourth
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.

0 Forest Lands Commission meets on the second Tues-
day at 5:30 p.m.

0 Historic Commission meets on the Wednesday prior
to the Tuesday Planning Commission at 6:00 p.m.

0 Housing and Human Services Commission meets on
the fourth Thursday at 4:30 p.m.

0 Parks and Recreation Commission meets on the
fourth Monday at 7:00 p.m. Study session occurs on
the third Monday.

0 Public Art Commission meets on the third Friday at
8:30 a.m.

0 Transportation Commission meets on the fourth
Thursday at 6:00 p.m.

0 Tree Commission meets on the Thursday before the
Tuesday Planning Commission Meeting at 6:00 p.m.

o Wildfire Mitigation Commission meets on the second
Wednesday at 11:00 a.m.

A City Council and many other city meetings are broadcast
live on cable channel 9. Charter Communications customers
will find city meetings on channels 180 and 181. Meetings
also stream live on the internet at rvtv.sou.edu. A Meetings
are held at Council Chambers, 1175 East Main or at 51 Win-
burn Way. AFor information about all City meetings please
call City Administration at 541-488-6002. A Back issues of
the City Source are posted under “Documents” on the City’s
Website, www.ashland.or.us. ATTY 1-800-735-2900.
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