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Go Mobile! 
 

The City of Ashland has a mobile application 
called MyAshland available in the Itunes Store 
and the Android AppStore. With this applica-
tion users can select a problem such as a 
broken curb, graffiti, parks/playground, street 
lighting, etc. and submit a photo of the prob-
lem with a brief description. This problem 
notification and photo will then be sent to the 
correct city department for rectification. ▼ 

THE CITIZEN’S SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE CITY OF ASHLAND 

 

Summer TID 
Irrigation Use  
 

With our need to keep a very 

close eye on the community's wa-

ter supply this summer, many 

residents have been asking about how the larger water users 

like the City, Parks and Recreation, Southern Oregon Uni-

versity, and the Ashland School District are impacted and 

what plans they have to reduce water use during the summer 

irrigation season.  

 Each of these community partners have different wa-

ter and irrigation needs and different systems in place to de-

liver and use the water. Each has the ability to use Talent Ir-

rigation District water for parts of their outdoor landscape 

and sports field irrigation needs. This means that much of 

the watering that is visible to the community is not treated 

drinking water, which lessens its impact on the water supply 

available to residences and businesses this summer. Even so,  
 

(See, Irrigation, page 3) 

Back to School 
Safety Checklist 
 

In the coming weeks, parents and stu-
dents will be getting ready to go back to 
school. Most students will receive a 
checklist of supplies they will need for 
the new school year. Teachers, students, 
parents, and school buses will be back 
on the road, so we need to think of a 
safety checklist to go with our school 
supply checklist. No matter if your 
mode of transportation is by car, bus, 
bike, or foot, this checklist applies to 
you. 
 
 Drive the speed limit - 20 miles per 

hour in all school zones. 
 Drive or ride with lights on or wear 

reflective clothing - be visible. 
 Travel without distractions - cell 

phones, food, applying makeup, 
changing the radio stations, etc. are 
all distractions. 

 Watch for people crossing the street, 
getting out of cars, or coming out 
from between parked cars. 

 

(See, School Safety, Page 2) 

 

Stay informed.  For all the latest news visit www.ashland.or.us.  Sign up for e-mail alerts! 



City 
Cooling Tips 
 
With the heat of the summer now 
upon us, here are some tips to keep 
your home or business cool and 
save energy while doing it; 
 Use natural ventilation by open-

ing windows at night time when 
outdoor temperatures are cooler 
to remove heat buildup during 
day and close windows before 
outdoor air gets warm. 

 Remove any accumulation of 
debris and allow adequate air-
flow from around outdoor air 
conditioning units. 

 When using your air conditioner 
set the temperature to 78 
degrees or warmer if possible 
and turn it off when you are 
away from home. 

 For un-shaded windows, draw 
curtains and use reflective 
blinds. 

 Consider using window or ceil-
ing fans which use much less 
energy than air conditioners. 

 Window fans are best installed 
in windows facing away from 
prevailing winds and exhausting 
room air out. To cool as much 
of your home as possible, 
tightly close windows near the 
fan and open a window in a 
room farthest from the fan, pref-
erably on the windward side of 
your home. Windows near 
cooler outdoor areas provide the 
best intake air. 

 Does your home have enough 
insulation and high efficiency 
windows? For electrically 
heated homes contact Dan Cun-
ningham, residential energy 
specialist, at 541-552-2063 or 
dan.cunningham@ashland.or.us 
for a free energy analysis. ▼ 

 
 

School Safety 
(Continued from Page 1) 
 
 For bike and pedestrian com-

muters - keep your head up and  

avoid hats or hoods that limit 
your side vision. 

 Be a positive role model - wear 
your seat belt or helmet every 
time. 

 
 While the start of a new school 
year can be exciting, it is also an 
adjustment for the people who 
travel in and around school zones 
each day. Remember this safety 
checklist and keep school zones 
safe for everyone. ▼ 
 
 

Water Conservation 
 
The greatest water savings can of-
ten be realized through improved 
irrigation scheduling. You could 
potentially reduce your water use 
by 10% - 60% by simply adjusting 
your watering schedule throughout 
the summer to account for plants 
changing water needs. 
 At the end of August and into 
September we still have high  
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Fall Planting for Drought 
 
Fall is the best time to get your drought-tolerant garden established. If you want to save water for next year, come 
learn about drought-tolerant plant choices, including natives and how to care for them. Plants will be on display. Pre-
register online at www.ashland.or.us/register or call the Nature Center at 541-488-6606. 
   

AGES: 10 - Adult 
DAY:  Wednesday    
DATE: September 24, 2014   
TIME:  7:00 - 8:30 p.m.   
PLACE:  North Mountain Park, 620 N. Mountain Ave.  
COST: $20  
INSTRUCTOR: Christie Mackison is the co-owner of Shooting Star Nursery, which specializes in 
drought-tolerant and deer-resistant trees shrubs and perennials.  

mailto:dan.cunningham@ashland.or.us�
http://www.ashland.or.us/register�


temperatures, however, plant water 
needs decrease because the days are 
getting shorter. Remember to take 
this into account and adjust your 
watering times accordingly. 
 Here are some additional out-
door water conservation tips:  
 Adjust sprinklers to avoid wa-

tering sidewalks and driveways. 
 Water between 8:00 p.m. and 

6:00 a.m. to avoid losing water 
to wind and evaporation. 

 Check soil moisture before wa-
tering. Use a moisture meter to 
detect if soil is still moist from 
previous watering. 

 Be sure to fix all leaks promptly 
no matter how small they may 
seem.  

 Attach a shut off nozzle on your 
hose when hand watering 
plants. 

 Use soaker hoses and drip irri-
gation to water flowerbeds, 
vegetable gardens, shrubs and 
trees. 

 Keep pools covered when not in 
use so you won’t lose water to 
evaporation. 

 Plant in the fall when conditions 
are cooler and rainfall is more 
plentiful. 

 Determine how much water you 
use when irrigating by taking a 
meter reading before and after 
running your system. This will 
tell you how many cubic feet of 
water you used. One cubic foot 
is equal to 7.48 gallons. 

 

 The City of Ashland offers sev-
eral resources to assist you in man-
aging your water use including 
FREE sprinkler system evalua-
tions. FREE showerheads, faucet 

aerators and soil moisture meters 
are also available to Ashland resi-
dents and can be picked up at 51 
Winburn Way. For more informa-
tion on conservation programs visit 
our website at www.ashland.or.us/
conserve.▼ 
 
 

Irrigation 
(Continued from Page 1) 
 
City, Parks, SOU and the School 
District staff have met, and will 
continue to meet, to discuss how 
they are working to be as efficient 
and effective as possible with the 
use of both TID and treated water. 
 If you notice a water leak or 
other irrigation system malfunction, 
please report it directly to the ap-
propriate organization so they can 
dispatch their staff to the site and 
fix the problem. 
 
Parks Department Irrigation Hotline 

541-488-6093 
 

City Drought Information Hotline 
541-552-2431 

 

SOU Facilities Maintenance 
541-552-6232 

 

Ashland School District Facilities 
541-552-1626  

 
 Community response to the lo-
cal water conditions has been excel-
lent. For up-to-date information on 
water supply levels, potential cur-
tailment contingency plans, water 
conservation program opportunities 
and other water related information, 
visit www.ashland.or.us/
drought2014 ▼ 
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Gardening When Water 
is Scarce 

 
Learn to install simple greywater 

systems, create a low-cost drip 

system using old hoses, incorpo-

rate swales to slow and sink water, 

the importance of mulching, and 

choosing plants that sip rather than 

gulp water. 

 As with most Ashland Parks & 

Recreation programs, pre-

registration is required. This class 

is approved by the Oregon Land-

scape Contractor’s Board (LCB) 

for continuing education credits. 

All Landscape Construction Pro-

fessional licensees are required to 

report 16 hours of continuing edu-

cation credit every two years. 

 Pre-register online at 

www.ashland.or.us/register or call 

the Nature Center at 541-488-

6606. 
 

AGES:  10 - Adult 

DAY: Tuesday  

DATE: September 16, 2014  

TIME:  6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  

PLACE:  North Mountain 

Park   

COST:  $20 

INSTRUCTOR: Cynthia Care is a 

garden designer, permaculture 

teacher and plants-woman. She 

enjoys gardening in all seasons.  

http://www.ashland.or.us/conserve�
http://www.ashland.or.us/conserve�
http://www.ashland.or.us/conserve�
http://www.ashland.or.us/conserve�
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News Notes 
 
Graffiti Hotline 
The Ashland Police Department has established a 
Graffiti Hotline. If you see graffiti anywhere in the 
city or have information about persons who vandalize 
with graffiti please call 541-552-2380. No personal 
information is required to be submitted. If you clean 
graffiti off your property, please take a picture of it 
and send or drop off the photo at the Ashland Police 
Department, at 1155 East Main Street. We appreciate 
your efforts to keep Ashland graffiti-free. 
 
 

Lithia Park Trail Guides  
Explore the plants and trees of Lithia Park with a 
beautifully updated Lithia Park Trail Guide. The guide 
features colorful maps, over 100 photographs and a 
self-guided tour. The self-guided tour begins at the 
entrance to the park, meanders to the upper duck pond, 
and then heads over to the Japanese Garden and winds 
down to the Rose Garden. Guides are available for 
purchase at the following locations:  
 Ashland Parks & Recreation Office, 340 S. Pio-

neer Street (off Granite St in upper Lithia Park) 
 Ashland Chamber of Commerce Kiosk, on the 

Plaza in Ashland 
 Ashland Chamber of Commerce Office, 110 East 

Main Street 
Guides can also be viewed and downloaded online at 
www.ashland.or.us/LithiaPark.  
 
 

Bike Racks 
The Ashland Police Department reminds citizens to 
secure bicycles to installed bike racks rather than 
poles, trees, or other structures. Additionally, they ask 
that bicycles be secured tightly so they do not tip over 
and impede foot traffic. Thank you for your assistance 
in keeping city sidewalks free from obstructions.  
 
 

Utility Boxes 
Citizens are reminded not to plant flowers and plants 
close to the green electric utility boxes located around 
town. there are times when electric crews need access 
to those units and plants risk being damaged.▼ 

 

City Calendar 
 

□ City Council meets on the first and third Tuesdays 
at 7:00 p.m. Study sessions occur on the day before 
at 5:30 p.m. 

□ Planning Commission meets on the second Tues-
day 7:00 p.m. Study sessions occur on the fourth 
Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. 

□ Airport Commission meets on the first Tuesday at 
9:30 a.m. 

□ Conservation Commission meets on the fourth 
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. 

□ Firewise Commission meets on the third Wednes-
day at noon 

□ Forest Lands Commission meets on the second 
Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. 

□ Historic Commission meets on the Wednesday 
prior to the Tuesday Planning Commission at 6:00 
p.m. 

□ Housing and Human Services Commission meets 
on the fourth Thursday at 4:30 p.m. 

□ Parks and Recreation Commission meets on the 
fourth Monday at 7:00 p.m. Study session occurs on 
the third Monday. 

□ Public Art Commission meets on the third Friday at 
8:15 a.m. 

□ Transportation Commission meets on the fourth 
Thursday at 6:00 p.m. 

□ Tree Commission meets on the Thursday before the 
Tuesday Planning Commission Meeting at 6:00 
p.m. 

 
 
▲City Council and many other city meetings are broadcast 
live on cable channel 9. Charter Communications customers 
will find city meetings on channels 180 and 181. Meetings 
also stream live on the internet at rvtd.sou.edu.▲Meetings 
are held at Council Chambers, 1175 East Main or at 51 Win-
burn Way.▲For information about all City meetings please 
call City Administration at 541-488-6002.▲Back issues of 
the City Source are posted under “Documents” on the City’s 
Website, www.ashland.or.us. ▲TTY 1-800-735-2900. 

 

 
THE  CITY OF ASHLAND USES RECYCLED PAPER    
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