Attachment I
Ashland City Charter

ARTICLE IV - Mayor

     Section 1. Term. The Mayor in office at the time this Charter is adopted shall continue in office until the end of his/her term of office as fixed by the Charter of the City in effect at the time this Charter is adopted. At the biennial general election held in 1972, and every fourth year thereafter, a Mayor shall be elected for a term of four (4) years.

     Section 2. Powers and Duties. The Mayor is the executive officer of the municipal corporation and shall exercise careful supervision over the general affairs of the City and over appointive officers. He/she shall sign all orders and warrants on the Treasury for claims authorized by the Council.

     Section 3. Vote. The Mayor shall not be entitled to vote on any ordinance or measure before the Council except in the case of a tie vote, in which case he/she shall have the power to vote, and must vote either in the affirmative or in the negative. The Mayor shall, within five days after the passage of any ordinance, either approve or veto the same, and no ordinance shall go into effect until approved by the Mayor or passed by the Council over his/her veto. The Mayor shall, in case he/she vetoes any ordinance or resolution, file such veto with the City Recorder, together with reasons for his/her disapproval, which veto and message of disapproval shall be read at the next meeting of the Council, and such ordinance or resolution be put upon its passage again; and, if two-thirds of the Council members shall vote in the affirmative, it shall become law without the Mayor's approval, but not otherwise. In passing all resolutions and ordinances, the ayes and nays shall be called and permanent record made of the vote thereon.

 ARTICLE VIII - Council

     Section 1. Where Powers Vested. Except as this Charter provides otherwise, all powers of the City shall be vested in the Council and the Mayor.

     Section 2. Composition. The Council shall be composed of six (6) Council members elected in the City at large and by position number. Each position shall bear a number running from one (No. 1) through six (No. 6), and any candidate for Council shall, starting with his/her nominating petition, designate the number of the Council seat to which he/she seeks election; further, one candidate may only run for one position at an election.

     The Council members whose terms of office expire with the end of 1972 shall be assigned seat numbers 1, 3 and 5; 1974 shall be assigned seat numbers 2, 4 and 6. Within the scope of the preceding provision, the Council shall forthwith determine by lot the numbers to be assigned to the incumbent Council members.

     Section 3. Council Meetings and Rules. The Council shall hold a regular meeting in the City at least once each month at a time and place which it designates. Other meetings may be called as the Council deems necessary, with notice given the Mayor and Council members and the public as provided by ordinance. Minutes of any such special meeting shall be presented at the next regular Council meeting. The Council shall adopt rules for its proceedings.

     Section 4. Quorum. The Mayor and not less than three (3) of the Council members, or four (4) of the Council members, shall constitute a quorum for conducting Council business.

     Section 5. Journal. The Council shall cause a record of its proceedings to be kept. Upon request of the Mayor or any of the Council members, the ayes and nays upon any question before it shall be taken and entered in the record.

     Section 6. Proceedings to be Public. No action by the Council shall have legal effect unless the motion for the action and the vote thereon take place at proceedings open to the public.

     Section 7. Mayor's Function at Council Meetings. The Mayor shall preside over the deliberations of the Council. He/she shall have authority to preserve order, enforce the rules of the Council, and determine the order of business under the rules of the Council.

     Section 8. Chair of the Council. At the first regular meeting of the Council in January of each year, the Council shall by ballot elect a Chair of the Council from its membership to serve for one (1) year. He/she shall, during all times when the Mayor is absent or unable to attend to his/her duties or act in any matter, have and exercise the powers and perform the duties of the Mayor, except that he/she shall retain his/her Council member's right to vote. If, at any meeting of the Council, both Mayor and Chair are absent, the Council members present shall elect one of their number as Chair Pro Tem, who shall preside at that meeting.

     Section 9. Vote Required. Except as this Charter otherwise provides, the concurrence of a majority of the members of the Council present at a Council meeting shall be necessary to decide any question before the Council.

ARTICLE XIII - Appointive Officers

     Section 1. Appointive Officers. The Mayor, with the confirmation by the Council, shall appoint a City Administrator, City Attorney and such other officers as the Council deems necessary. The Council may combine any two or more appointive offices. (Charter amendment 5-23-78)

     Section 1A. Separate Police and Fire Departments. The City of Ashland shall maintain a fire department which is separate and distinct from the City police department. The employees of one department shall not be assigned to do the job functions of employees in the other department. (Charter amendment 1-4-86)

     Section 2. Qualifications, Duties and Salaries. The Council shall, by ordinances, prescribe the duties of appointive officers, and determine their compensation and qualifications, except the Municipal Judge shall be a member of the Oregon State Bar. The Council may designate any appointive officer to supervise any other appointive officer, except the Municipal Judge in the exercise of his/her judicial duties.

     Section 3. Removal. The Mayor, with the consent of the Council, may suspend and remove any appointive officer at any time.

     Section 4. Interest in City Contracts. Except as provided otherwise by law, no officer, agent or employee shall have any interest in any City contract made by him/her in his/her official capacity or by any public committee, board, commission or department of which he/she is a member, agent or employee, except that the employment of the officer, agent or employee shall not be considered a contract for the purposes of this section.
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