CITY OF

o \SHLAND yijgiife Summit - April 28th
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Come join us to learn about living with deer and other
wildlife, deer resistant landscaping, and other tips to
make your property safe from wildlife damage. This
event will feature speakers from OSU Extension Ser-
vice, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the
Master Gardeners. The FREE Wildlife Summit will be
held on April 28, 2015, from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. in the
Community Center, located at 59 Winburn Way. For

more information call 541-488-6002. V¥

THE CITIZEN’S SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE CITY OF ASHLAND

Stay informed. For all the latest news visit www.ashland.or.us. Sign up for e-mail alerts!
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Mosquitoes!

April showers bring a
lot more than pretty

May flowers, they can
also bring mosquitoes to
your yard. Fortunately,
taking a few minutes to remove mosquito breeding habitat
around your property can reduce your risk of mosquitoes
spoiling your barbeques or worse, spreading diseases such
as West Nile Virus. After each rain take a few minutes to in-
spect your yard and dump out water from any household
containers such as buckets, flowerpots, and old tires that
may breed mosquitoes. Don’t forget to check for clogged
rain gutters or tarps over wood piles that may also be hold-
ing water. If you are collecting rainwater for later use, be
sure that barrels or cisterns are covered with fine mesh
screen to keep mosquitoes from using them as a home.
(See, Mosquitoes, Page 2)

Promote a Drought-
Tolerant Landscape

In the summer, about 50 percent of Ash-
land’s total water usage is sprinkled on
our lawns and gardens. That’s a lot of
water! Have you ever thought about
training your landscape? As funny as
that might sound, by making simple
modifications to your maintenance prac-
tices now you can actually train your
landscape to need less water.

Watering your landscape less fre-
quently but for longer durations extends
roots deeper into the soil profile. Plants
will be healthier, need less water, and
will withstand more stress if roots are
encouraged to grow deep. Excess water-
ing can cause plants to develop shallow
roots that are easily stressed by dry con-
ditions and are more prone to disease.
Avoid watering every day, especially in
the spring and early summer.

To promote a drought-tolerant land-
scape with a healthy root system, con-
sider the following practices:

e During the months of April and May
and sometimes June, spring rains can

(See, Landscaping, Page 3) )
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Is Your Business
Prepared?

According to the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency and the
US Department of Labor, immedi-
ately following a natural disaster 40
percent of small businesses do not
reopen. One year after a natural dis-
aster, 25 percent more small busi-
nesses close and within three years,
75 percent of businesses without a
continuity plan fail. Typically,
small businesses owners lose
$3,000 per day on average if closed
and medium sized businesses lose
an average of $23,000 per day, a
financial loss frequently too catas-
trophic to overcome following a
disaster. Ashland Fire & Rescue
wants to encourage local businesses
to be disaster resilient - holding to-
gether not just structurally, but fi-
nancially after disaster strikes. We
want our businesses to not only live

through but prosper through a natu-
ral disaster.

Whether you have two employ-
ees or twenty, recommendations
made during our workshops can be
scaled to fit your business model
and ensure continuation of opera-
tions without major disruption. In
our business preparedness work-
shops, we will guide you through
basic steps and actions that you can
implement to reduce the risk of be-
ing one of the 75% of businesses
who are forced to close their doors
following a natural disaster. The
workshops focus on critical compo-
nents of business resiliency and dis-
aster preparedness.

The business preparedness
workshops are offered free of
charge and open to both business
owners and employees. Each 60 —
90 minute workshop will be held at
Fire Station Number 1 (455 Siski-
you Boulevard) on the second
Tuesday of the month beginning at

Little Ghomes

10:00 a.m., and will cover a differ-
ent topic each month:
April - Emergencies
May - Facilities
June - Communications
July - Responsibilities
August - Action Plan
September - Vital Records
October - Continuity Plan
November - Security
December - Exercises

If you or any of your employees
would like to attend, please RSVP
to 541-552-2226. V¥

Mosquitoes
Continued from Page 1

Ornamental pods should be stocked
with mosquitofish to keep mosqui-
toes at bay. Dog dishes and bird
baths should be cleaned weekly.
Remember, anything that holds wa-
ter for seven days can produce mos-
quitoes. For more information

Preschoolers with a parent or friend will explore the trails, plants, creeks, ponds, animals and changing
seasons as we stroll through North Mountain Park. Play, movement, songs, stories, activities or crafts, and
monthly themes will be incorporated to engage the children in learning about the natural world. Bring a
pocket snack, water bottle, warm and waterproof layers (rain pants and warm rain boots recommended for
freedom to play in all weather). After a wonderful morning together in which we will engage our senses, stay
for an optional lunch (home prepared/personal lunch sack) from noon to 12:30 p.m. Pre-register online at
www.ashland.or.us/register or call the Nature Center at 541-488-6606.

AGES 2 - 5 years recommended

DATES  May 11, June 8

TIME 10:00 a.m. - Noon (12:30 p.m. for lunch)
PLACE  North Mountain Park

COST $5 per child/class

INSTRUCTOR Shannon Clery is a naturalist and teacher in traditional schools,
outdoors, and her Waldorf-inspired preschool.


http://www.ashland.or.us/register�

mosquitoes or if you are experienc-
ing a mosquito problem please visit
www.jcved.org or call 541-826-
2199. The Jackson County Vector
Control District would like to thank
you for helping us Fight the Bite!

v

Did You Know?

The City of Ashland requires a
business license for property own-
ers or property management compa-
nies that rent two or more dwelling
units with the intent of receiving
payment. This application can be
found on the City’s website at
www.ashland.or.us/businesslicense
or by contacting the Customer Ser-
vice Division at 541-488-6004. ¥

Landscaping
Continued from Page 1

e provide water for our land-
scapes. Watering in addition to
the spring rain can “spoil” your
landscape and it can learn to
expect excess water going into
the summer. Pay attention to the
weather and don’t water if there
is rain in the forecast.

e [fyou are unsure whether your
landscape needs water, you can
check the soil moisture by using
a moisture meter. Depending on
the type of soil you have, you
may find that there is still suffi-
cient moisture left over from
previous watering or rain
events.

¢ Add mulch to your garden beds

to lock in moisture and mini-
mize evaporation

e Water late at night or early in
the morning.

e Water your lawn only when it
shows signs that it needs it.

Signs of wilt include folded leaf

blades, a blue-gray color, and
footprints that remain in the
grass.

e Mow your lawn at the highest
recommended height for your
grass.

e Reduce or eliminate nitrogen

fertilizer and increase potassium

fertilizer.
e Plant native plants or plants
adapted to drought.
Check out the City of Ashland’s
Water Wise Landscaping website
for more ideas on how to create a
landscape that is healthy, attractive
and uses less water. Visit the site at
www.ashland.or.us/waterwise or,
for more information on the City’s
water conservation programs,
please call 541-552-2062. ¥

NEWS NOTES

Rogue Valley Bird Day
Rogue Valley Bird Day is the local
celebration of International Migra-
tory Bird Day, which focuses on a
most spectacular aspect of the life
of a migratory bird - its journey
between wintering and breeding
grounds. This year’s theme is
“Restore Habitats, Restore Birds.”
Join us on Saturday, May 9,
from 8:00 a.m. to noon, to

(See, News Notes, Back Page)
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CELEBRATE
HISTORIC
PRESERVATION
MONTH

May is Historic Preservation
Month in Ashland and the
following events and
walking tours are planned:

e Walking tour of the
Railroad District offered
by the Ashland Heritage
Commission on Friday,
May 23rd

e Ashland Memorial Mau-
soleum Self-Guided Tour

e Ashland Historic Preser-
vation Awards Ceremony

Visit the City’s website,
www.ashland.or.us/historic,
after May 13" for the full
event brochure. Brochures
will also be available at City
Hall, located at 20 E. Main
Street, and the Ashland
Community Development
Department, located at 51
Winburn Way.

You may also call 541-488-

5305 for event details.
v
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NEWS NOTES

Continued from page 3

celebrate! Enjoy Wildlife Images exhibits, guided bird
walks, and a bird-calling contest for all ages.

This outdoor event is admission-free and takes
place at North Mountain Park, 620 N Mountain Ave-
nue, Ashland. For more information visit
www.RogueValleyBirdDay.net or call the North
Mountain Park Nature Center at 541-488-6606.

Household Hazardous Waste Collection
Dispose of your household hazardous waste on May 1
and 2 at Rogue Transfer & Recycling, located at 8001
Table Rock Road, White City. This event will be held
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The cost is $5 per car. NO
PAINTS ACCEPTED. For more information go to
roguedisposal.com.

Celebrate the Ashland Airport!

Ashland Airport Day is scheduled for May 16, 2015,
from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Ashland Municipal
Airport located on Dead Indian Memorial Highway.
Airport Day is full of family activities, including heli-
copter and plane rides, static displays of aircraft for
viewing, breakfast and lunch. Admission is free. ¥

Building Safety Month

May is Building Safety Month and this year we are
celebrating the theme, “Resilient Communities Start
with Building Codes.”

The City of Ashland Building Division along with
the Southern Oregon chapter of the International Code
Council will have information available in the Com-
munity Development Department lobby, located at 51
Winburn Way, and posted online to encourage safe
and sustainable structures where we live, work and
play. Citizens are encouraged to visit
www.BuildingSafetyMonth.com or stop by the Build-
ing Division at 51 Winburn Way for safety tips and
information to help keep their businesses, homes and
families safe. ¥

CITY OF

ASHLAND

City Calendar

o City Council meets on the first and third Tues-
days at 7:00 p.m. Study sessions occur on the day
before at 5:30 p.m.

o Planning Commission meets on the second Tues-
day 7:00 p.m. Study sessions occur on the fourth
Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.

o Airport Commission meets on the first Tuesday at
9:30 a.m.

o Conservation Commission meets on the fourth
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.

o Forest Lands Commission meets on the second
Tuesday at 5:30 p.m.

o Historic Commission meets on the Wednesday
prior to the Tuesday Planning Commission at
6:00 p.m.

o Housing and Human Services Commission
meets on the fourth Thursday at 4:30 p.m.

o Parks and Recreation Commission meets on the
fourth Monday at 7:00 p.m. Study session occurs
on the third Monday.

o Public Art Commission meets on the third Friday
at 8:30 a.m.

o Transportation Commission meets on the fourth
Thursday at 6:00 p.m.

o Tree Commission meets on the Thursday before
the Tuesday Planning Commission Meeting at
6:00 p.m.

o Wildfire Mitigation Commission meets on the
second Wednesday at 11:00 a.m.

A City Council and many other city meetings are broadcast
live on cable channel 9. Charter Communications customers
will find city meetings on channels 180 and 181. Meetings
also stream live on the internet at rvtv.sou.edu. A Meetings
are held at Council Chambers, 1175 East Main or at 51 Win-
burn Way. A For information about all City meetings please
call City Administration at 541-488-6002. A Back issues of
the City Source are posted under “Documents” on the City’s

Website, www.ashland.or.us. ATTY 1-800-735-2900.
(3
K )
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