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Copy and pasted from an email received on May 31, 2011 
 
 
 To: City of Ashland Ad Hoc Steering Committee 
From: Andy Seles, Social Justice and Action Committee, Rogue Valley Unitarian Universalists 
Fellowship andyseles@gmail.com 
Re: Homelessness in Ashland 
Date: 5/31/11 
  
The Social Justice and Action Committee at our fellowship has been involved in and contributed 
to many community projects over the past several years. 
We recently brainstormed some ideas on homelessness  (bulleted below), however, we did not 
come up with a specific project that we can take a lead in at this time.  
We are, however, interested in continuing a dialogue about this crucial issue.  It is important for 
you to know that we cannot and do not speak for the whole fellowship and that the ideas listed 
are only those of just a few members of our small (apx. 8 people) group.  Please keep us 
informed of your progress.  We are willing to consider actions you may suggest we might take to 
help address this challenge. 
  

• There probably are three homeless groups: people who are down on their luck and need 
help to reestablish themselves, people who prefer the homeless life style and people who 
are mentally ill. The first group needs help finding employment and housing. The second 
group needs only to get clean and get out of the cold and the third group needs help 
finding appropriate social services. 

• We need a residential/service facility that serves the needs of the homeless, men, women 
and children.  This facility should include washer/dryer, showers, mail boxes, telephone, 
counseling services, and meals.   It is important that the people using the facility earn the 
services with community service e.g. picking up litter in the parks and along the streets. 
They could also do trail maintenance on the local trails.  Ashland could find many other 
opportunities for community service. It is important that we don't enable people, or create 
dependency so folks should earn their keep, "have skin in the game," so to speak and the 
concomitant dignity.  This would also build self respect and screen out people who are 
just looking for a free handout.   

  

• Ashland may want to provide a coordinator to oversee the homeless individuals providing 
community service; this coordinator should be more than a maintenance foreman; he/she 
should be able to make referrals appropriate to the needs of individuals from the 
identified groups. 
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• The city of Ashland might consider an increasing partnership with the city of Medford for 
services, including a regular free token bus service to Medford for services provided by 
ACCESS and the various missions (at present, it is my understanding that the Ashland 
police sometimes give out bus passes to those in need, albeit randomly). 

  

• Our Social Justice and Action Committee may be interested in sponsoring a community 
forum on homelessness w. follow-up educational materials, movie, etc. 

  

• Our Social Justice and Action Committee will continue to support the efforts of the 
Congregational Church in opening its doors during below freezing weather. 

 


