
   

     

  

 

 

 

  
 

 

Ashland Forest Resiliency Stewardship Project  
 

Youth Education Update - December, 2010 
 

 

Throughout the fall of 2010, students from the Ashland School District 
participated in a variety of field activities related to the Ashland Forest 
Resiliency Stewardship Project (AFR).  As a precursor to outdoor educational 
events, in-class presentations were provided on forest and watershed restoration, 
with an emphasis on AFR project history, ecological goals and implementation 
strategies.  Approximately 120 students from eight high school and middle 
school classes were introduced to the AFR project.   
 

 
In the field, observation was the initial step to 
learning about the AFR project.  Guided tours of 
project units provided students with a view of the 
landscape and the forest conditions within the 
Ashland Watershed.   Fundamental concepts of ecosystem health and function were 
taught and group discussions focused on topics such as stand density, fuel loads 
and fire adapted ecosystems.    Land management methods for enhancing water 
quality, protecting wildlife habitat and improving overall forest health were also 
discussed.  
  
 

These stand assessments were taken one step further as students conducted plot surveys.  Using a variety of 
forestry equipment including compasses, diameter tapes and tree borers, they worked together in teams 
collecting and recording data from their sample plots.  Students also participated in GPS activities, such as a 
scavenger hunt where they found and answered written, ecology based questions hidden throughout a forest 
stand.   
 
 
With this gathered information, classes adopted an area within an AFR unit 
where they designed and implemented a basic forest restoration plan.  
Identifying leave trees, wildlife patches and ladder fuels helped students 
better understand this complex process.  Each class then carried out their 
thinning prescriptions with hand saws and loppers, strategically stacking 
small diameter trees and brush into hand piles.  
 
 
Through the AFR project, students have been getting a closer look at the 
conditions of the Ashland Watershed while gaining hands-on experience in 
the work of a forest restoration practitioner.  Teachers are excited to have 
place-based, education opportunities that address real, local issues.   Classes 
will continue to participate in the AFR project throughout the winter and 
spring of 2011.   

      

     Lomakatsi Restoration Project                     
  Creating Green Jobs in Forest and Watershed Restoration 

 

 Organized to implement community based ecological restoration 
projects through education, vocational training, specialized 
workforce development, on-the-ground workforce activities and 
the utilization of restoration by products, encouraging the 
recovery of ecosystems and the sustainability of communities, 
cultures and economies. 

 The Ashland Forest Resiliency Stewardship Project is a collaborative partnership established between the U.S. Forest Service, City of Ashland, Lomakatsi Restoration Project, and 
The Nature Conservancy. Staff involved from other organizations include Southern Oregon University, Klamath Bird Observatory, Oregon State University Extension Service, the 
Rogue Basin Small Diameter Collaborative, and local citizens. 


