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Council Business Meeting 
April 19, 2022 

Agenda Item Endorsement of a Liquor License for Trapdoor Bar and Grill 

From 
Tighe O’Meara 
Ralph Sartain 

Police Chief 
Fire Chief 

Contact 
Tighe.omeara@ashland.or.us 541-552-2142 
Ralph.sartain@ashland.or.us  541-552-2229 

 

 

SUMMARY 

Staff is bringing information to Council relevant to a pending liquor license application. 

 

POLICIES, PLANS & GOALS SUPPORTED 

N/A 

 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

In the Council Business meeting on October 2, 2018 Council voted in favor of not approving a liquor a liquor license 

for the Vinyl Club, the previous business located at 130 Will Dodge Way. 

 

BACKGROUND AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

A bar called the Vinyl Club (VC) opened at 130 Will Dodge Way in 2002 (based on initial licensure from OLCC). 

The VC operated continuously (under various owners) in that location until it was closed in late 2019. When the VC 

closed the owner surrendered the liquor license to the OLCC to avoid further sanctions for ongoing violations. 

 

Shortly after closing the business was sold the new owners, who are the new applicants attempting to open the 

business under a new license. 

 

In its final years of operation, the VC was the only remaining “nightclub” in Ashland that had a dance floor. This 

made it a focal point for the late-night bar crowd. Because of the nature of the VC location at 130 Will Dodge Way, 

customers waiting to get into the business were compelled to line up on Will Dodge Way. This, along with 

customers exiting the bar to smoke, created some issues with noise, littering and at times fighting, all of which 

disturbed the neighborhood to varying degrees. In October 2018, pursuant to Council direction, a letter was prepared 

by staff, to the OLCC, that requested the VC’s license not be renewed. As a result of that letter several restrictions 

were placed on the VC’s liquor license. (The letter to the OLCC as well as the restrictions placed on the business by 

the OLCC as a result are attached.) 

 

Police calls at the VC reached their peak in 2017 with 139 calls for service that year, and 31 cases pulled for 

criminal behavior. In 2018 and into 2019 those numbers dropped significantly. (Calls/cases data is attached.) 

 

In 2018 a bouncer for the VC, who was not licensed by the State of Oregon to operate in such a capacity, assaulted a 

patron leading to the arrest of the bouncer. There is a pending civil suit against the owner of the VC stemming from 

this incident. 

 

One of the most common complaints that APD received in reference to the VC was one of excessive noise. 

Ashland’s unnecessary noise ordinance allows for some subjectivity given the circumstances, stating, in part, that 
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the level of noise must be judged based on “the character of the neighborhood in which the noise is made and the 

noise is heard.” 

 

Staff were invited to tour the location on April 1, 2022. The location has been completely renovated and does not 

present in the same way that the VC did. Based on the updated design of the business it seems clear that the new 

owners are not trying for a repeat of the previous business, but rather attempting to go in a different direction, albeit 

with some similarities (most notably dancing on Friday and Saturday nights). 

 

The fire chief has placed an occupancy capacity of 49 patrons and staff as the total occupants allowed in the location 

at one time.  The kitchen has been upgraded and a current UL300 compliant kitchen fire suppression system is in 

place and has been recently inspected for full compliance. Lighting has been replaced to allow for greater floor 

visibility for egress.  The temporary wall near the kitchen and a mid-level wall  have been removed allowing for 

greater egress access.  The primary door for egress has a sloping ramp versus steps as before, again allowing for ease 

of ingress and egress.  New emergency exit signs were ordered and will be installed before final approval. The new 

tenants have greatly improved code related issues surrounding this location. 

 

It is true that another late-night bar in downtown Ashland may be an additional strain to police resources. Staff 

believes that the applicants are acting in good faith in their attempts to mitigate negative behavior and that they have 

a plan in place to maintain control both inside and outside the location. 

 

FISCAL IMPACTS 

N/A 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that Council asks the OLCC to issue a liquor license pursuant to the application, with an 

additional request of restrictions being on that license if Council chooses. 

 

ACTIONS, OPTIONS & POTENTIAL MOTIONS 

I move that Council ask the OLCC to approve this liquor license without restrictions. 

I move that Council ask the OLCC to approve this liquor license with restrictions. 

I move that Council ask the OLCC to deny the liquor license. 

I move that Council ask the OLCC to deny the liquor license, with the additional request that if a liquor license is 

granted it have restrictions. 

 

REFERENCES & ATTACHMENTS 

October 5, 2018 letter to OLCC from the Ashland Police Department 

May 2, 2019 letter from OLCC to the owner of the VC imposing restrictions on its license 

Police calls for service data for 130 Will Dodge Way for years 2014-2019 
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